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DR. CHARLES JAMES BLOMFIELD, 


Bishop of London. 


My Lorp, 

In the re-publication of a Treatise on Regene- 
ration, from the pen of a man not without celebrity in 
his day, many considerations of no small moment induce 
this address to your Lordship. The rank which you 
hold in the State cannot fail to give influence to your 
opinions among all classes of society, especially the 
highest; and the form in which these opinions were 
set forth in a late charge to your clergy, must» 
impart an authority, from your ascendancy, which 
they might not otherwise acquire. No one will be 
found to dispute your talents, nor canit surely be neces- 
sary to remind you that your responsibility must corres- 
pond alike with your intellectual powers and your influ- 
ential position, The Hxap of the Church, the Great Shep - 
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herd and Bishop of souls, to whom all ecclesiastical power 
must be considered entirely subordinate, and whose 
declaration is of equal concernment to all conditions— 
He, the faithful and true Witness, the God, Amen—He 
has said, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God,”’ John iii. 
3.—Suchasentence, fromsucha quarter, involving infi- 
nite consequences, annihilates religious distinctions, and 
places the Bishop of London with the most humble and 
obscure professor of Christianity. The solution of the 
grand and momentous question, “ what is it to be born 
again?” is equally interesting to the peer and the pea- 
sant, to the throne and the cottage, as involving a 
common and eternal destiny. ‘The appeal here, must 
be made, not.to councils, but to the Holy Scriptures— 
the oracles of God; and thisis.a rule which the Church 
of England has established in her sixth article, of the 
sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for salvation; and in 
which she affirms, ‘ that whatever as not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man that it should be believed as anarticle of faith, 


or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation :”’ 


upon 
this principle she separated from the Church of 
Rome. Itis very possible not to agree with the learned 
author of the following Treatise in all his statements 
and views, in the wide compass of theology, which his 
discussion ‘of ‘the doctrine of Regeneration embraces ; 


but the grand question is—‘ whether Baptism is Rege- 
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neration, of necessarily includes it? or whether Regene- 
ration be a divine spiritual change, as this author 
describes it ?—the exclusive work of the Holy Spirit, 
effected according to his own will,’ and of which 
_ baptism is the signortype. The significant image used 
by the Lord Jesus, the Judge Eternal, “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell. whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit,” John iii, 8,—takes the entire work out of 
the hands of man and assigns it to a divine agent. Nor 
is there such connection between “the outward visi- 
ble sign and the inward spiritual grace,” that the one 
cannot subsist without the other being imparted. Cor- 
nelius and his house first received the Holy Ghost, and 
were not then baptized ; Simon Magus was baptized, but 
never regenerated. My Lord, an error in the great 
doctrine of Regeneration involves the most fearful and 
tremendous consequences to the individual himself; 
but if it should ultimately be found to attach itself to 
one so distinguished as your Lordship, who can assign 
boundaries to its pernicious and destructive influence— 
not only a predominance over the present age, but may 
extend an injury, incalculable, over future generations ; 
nay, my Lord, the time will come, and it cannot be far 
distant, when all the adventitious circumstances of 
worldly power and dignity shall disappear—when your 
Lordship and he who now addresses you, (with no 
A2 
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unfriendly feeling, and no disrespect to your station), 
must meet on equal terms at the last tribunal. May 
the Lord grant unto u8 that we may find mercy on that 
day, is the sincere desire and prayer of 


ROBERT STODHART, 


Minister in the Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion. 


IsLINGTON GREEN, LONDON. 
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LIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS COLE. 


Tus truly excellent and celebrated Divine was born 
about the year 1627, in the City of London. He 
descended from respectable parents; his father, Mr. 
William Cole, being a gentleman of independent 
property in the metropolis. He was brought up at 
‘Westminster School, and thence elected student of 
Christ-Church, Oxford. In 1656, he became princi- 
pal of St, Mary’s Hall, where he was a distinguished 
tutor; having the honour to educate many eminent 
divines, both in the establishment and out of it, as well 
as other eminent scholars, particularly the great Mr. 
Locke, who, being a layman, kept up acounexion with 
the Established Church; but shewed a high regard 
for those conscientious men who left it, because they 
could not comply with the Act of Uniformity. 

Mr. Cole, after his ejectment from Oxford by the 
King’s commissioners, in 1660, kept an academy near 
Nettlebed, in Oxfordshire. He was a man of good 
learning, much the gentleman, and eminent for virtue 
and piety. 
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il LIFE OF THE REY. THOMAS COLE 


From Nettlebed Mr. Cole removed to London, to 
take charge of a large congregation lately under the 
care of Mr. Nye and Mr. Loder. To this service he 
was publicly set apart at Cutler’s Hall, Cloak Lane, 
in the month of February, 1674. Dr, Owen, with other 
independent ministers, assisted on the occasion. A 
few years after he was chosen into the Merchant’s Lec- 
ture, and he was one of the ministers who remained 
behind after the division in the Lecture. 

Of Mr. Cole’s conversation in the closing scenes of 
life, an interesting account is still preserved in manu- 
script, from which the following account is extracted : 

‘“‘I wait for a peaceable dismission. I long to see 
His salvation. It is a pleasant thing to die. Pray that 
my eyes may be closed in the shades of death. But 
God’s time is my time ; my work is done when his is 
done. My desire is, that God would do his own will, 
and glorify his own name, either by my life or by my 
death, and that is the best disposal of me that God 
himself can make. I long to be in eternity, among the 
spirits of just men made perfect, to see what they are 
doing there: they are better employed than we are 
here. We cannot tell how to manage our frail bodies; 
we either overdo or underdo; hard to hit the right 
mean; tumble they must, and they never cease rolling 
till they come to the dust. Christ stands by and sees 
the body suffer death. Though he died, it was not that 
our bodies should not suffer death, but that we may live 
after death, Christ tasted death, to shew us- what 
death could do. We taste but a little, but Christ 
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swallowed down death : he is the great Conqueror over 
death. All that the devil and wicked men can do, is 
to cast the body into the grave ; but he hath not power 
to cast one believer into hell. If Christ had not gone 
into the grave before us, it would have been a dismal 
place to have stept into; but he hath walked through 
the ‘ dark valley,’’’ To one he said, “ Youare not to be 
guided by any man’s opinion in your walking through 
the world, but keep close to the rule. If you have sins 
unpardoned, carry them to free grace; it knows how 
to blot them out. As it is our duty to live by faith, so 
we cannot reach God, nor see his glory, nor come to any 
inward enjoyment, but in away of believing, You are 
come to hear my last dying groans; but know, when 
you hear them, it is the sweetest breath I ever drew 
since I knew Christ : he is gone to prepare a place for 
me, and I am satisfied. I long for death as a weary 
traveller doth for rest. Nothing troubles me but life ; 
and nothing will relieve me but death. I have a pro- 
mise I shall be for ever with the Lord—I long to be 
released; but ‘not my will but thine be done. But 
let God do what he will with me, all he does is best, 
How soon is nature overset by the God of nature, unless 
the God of grace stand by to support it; a finite crea- 
ture could not endure, if everlasting arms were not 
underneath. I shall quickly be with Christ in Para- 
dise.”’ 

Mr, Griffith coming to see him, asked how he did? 
He said, “God has brought me to the dust of death, 
Thank you for your prayers. God is a God hearing 
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prayer, and he will be sought unto; it is never in vain 
to look to him.” Being asked what he would have 
the church pray for? He answered, “ Nothing for me, 
but a strong faith in Christ Jesus; I desire nothing 
more; when he gives that, that faith will take all the 
rest, J have done with all other satisfaction but what 
God in Christ can give: I live and die in the hope 
of that. I long for God to speak the word: it is 
better to be with God than here. God loveth to be 
with those that love to be with him. I long to be 
with him, and he will not keep me long from him. 
I shall quickly slip into an eternal day.” Having en- 
quired what time it was, he said,“ Time passeth away 
into eternity, where there is no end; we live but 
dying lives in the body, till death be swallowed up of 
life. I long to be immortal.” 

In this resigned and happy manner Mr. Cole de- 
parted to the world of spirits, on Thursday, September 
the 16th, 1697, in the seventieth year of his age. 
From Lime Street, where he resided, his remains 
were removed to Drapers’ Hall, and from thence, for 
interment, to the upper ground in Bunhill Fields. 
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Tuis scriptural and invaluable treatise was re-printed 
some time ago, verbatim, from the original work; but it 
is now out of print. Inthe present edition, some cor- 
rections have been made, chapters divided, and sentences 
transposed ; different words of the same import have 
been substituted, and the Scriptures quoted at full 
length. All the sentiments, however, of the learned 
and evangelical author are precisely the same, without 
any addition or alteration whatever. 

When the second edition had issued from the press,— 
having some ministerial intercourse with the late Rev. 
John Brown, of Whitburn, Scotland, (the eldest son of 
the famous John Brown, of Haddington, Professor of 
Divinity, and Author of the self-interpreting Bible,) 
—I sent him a letter, requesting a review and re- 
commendation of the Work. In reply, he wrote me as 
follows :— 


“To the Rev. Robert Stodhart, Mulberry Gardens’ 
Chapel, London. 

‘“‘Whitburn, Feb. 25, 1826. 
“Rey. Sir,—It gives me much pleasure that you 
are interesting yourself in the publication of an excel- 
lent work of one of the brightest Nonconformist Minis- 
ters. These men rose respected of all who knew 
them—have been honourably and justly recommended 
by Hervey, Whitfield, &c. in a former age, and have 
met with an impartial and honoured friend in this 
country. Thomas Erskine, Esq., Advocate, in his in- 
troduction to Baxter’s Saints’ Everlasting Rest, has the 
following description of them: ‘ Deep and solemn se- 
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riousness is the character of them all. They seem to 
have felt much. Religion was not allowed to remain 
as an unused theory in their heads—they were forced 
to live upon it as their food, and to have recourse to it 
as their strength and comfort: hence their thoughts 
are never given as abstract views—they are always 
deeply impregnated with sentiments; this gives a great 
interest to their writings—they meet with the solemn 
dignity of Martyrs.’ Of this class of men was THomas 
Coxe, author of the following Piece. He was a learned 
man; Principal of St. Mary’s, Oxford; when he was 
ejected, he kept an academy, and trained up for the 
ministry several pious and able divines, and had a 
large congregation in London, He was employed, 
along with others, in the celebrated Lecture of Pin- 
ner’s Hall: his life was holy, and his death triumphant, 
The following Sermons on Regeneration I have long 
been acquainted with, and highly prized. They appear 
to me to contain a CLEAR, ACCURATE, EVANGELICAL, 
and EXPERIMENTAL VIEW of SCRIPTURAL TRUTH. With 
a masterly hand, Mr. Cole draws a line between legal 
and licentious doctrine. His language is superior to 
many of his cotemporaries. He was the intimate friend 
of Trail (whose Sermons on the Throne ‘of Grace, &c. 
have long been so savoury in the United Kingdom) 
and was entirely of his sentiments, Indeed, Mr. Cole’s 
views were entirely congenial to those of our Re- 
formers, and of their honoured followers, Dr. Owen, 
Marshall, Boston, Hervey, Erskine, Romaine, &c. 
Wishing a large circulation to this InvALUABLE PIECE, 
and the re-publication of the other works of this judi- 
cious author, 
’ “T am, with much regard and affection, 
“ Yours, 
“ Joun Brown. 

“P.S. I will be glad to hear of the success of the 
book, and hope your publishing the rest of Cole’s 
Works will come in course.’’ * 


* If pecuniary indemnification be given, and only as much as 
will pay the printer, the whole of Mr, Cole’s works will be issued 
from the press. RS. 
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The essential and all-important doctrine of Regene- 
ration is absolutely necessary to our holiness, peace, 
and happiness on earth, and tothe enjoyment of all the 
felicities and glories of heaven, It is only “the pure in 
heart”’ that axe ‘“ blessed,’’ and ‘shall sée God,” to 
their everlasting joy. Mat. v. 8. “ Holiness, without 
which no man shall.see the Lord,’’ Heb. xii. 14, “Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shail enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven.’? Mat. vii. 21. 
« Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of Jife, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city.”’ Rev. xxii. 14. 

It is ‘the sincere and earnest desire of the Editor 
that this doctrine, as stated in this volume, may be at- 
tentively and patiently read, diligently and impartially 
compared with the Scriptures ; being the only infallible 
rule and standard of all the doctrines, experience, du- 
ties, and practice of genuine Christianity. However, this 
must be accompanied with earnest prayer to the Holy 
Ghost, the Third Person in the Adorable Trinity, who is 
unquestionably and without controversy the Author of 
thesacred volume, 2 Tim. iii.18. 2 Pet.i.21. The saints 
in all ages have paid the most sacred regard to the divine 
maxim, ‘Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall 
find,” And all have found who have asked, for he 
“never said to the seeking seed of Jacob, seek ye me 
in vain.”? However, at first, care must be taken by all 
the students of the oracles of God, not to lose them- 
selves in the labyrinth of controversy, nor any of the 
abstruse dogmas of sects, and ever-varying sects, who, 
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instead af receiving their creed from the authentic and 
inspired records of revelation, humbly and meekly upon 
the knees of their souls, have violently forced the holy 
Scriptures to speak.the discordant language of almost 
every description of religionists upon earth. 

And are not all those who reject or neglect the sub- 
lime maxims of revelation, “ Search the Scriptures”— 
praying to and for the Holy Ghost—criminally negli- 
gent to their best, their immortal, interests? Can such 
continue this neglect without incurring the accumu- 
lated guilt of pouring contempt upon the love and 
condescension of the Holy Ghost, and doing despite to 
the spirit of all grace? All those who have studied the 
sacred Scriptures under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
have been made to see wondrous things in the divine 
word, and have become wiser than all their teachers, 
being taught the wisdom which the Spirit only can 
communicate in his own Godlike manner. 

‘* Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in 
such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that by patience, and comfort of thy holy 
Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
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“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” John iii. 3. 


CHAPTER I. 
INTRODUCTION—ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE OF REGENERATION. 


Wuar hath been already published in the hearing of 
many by preaching, is now put into private hands by 
printing; and, because it is easier to please many 
hearers than one reader, let me ina few words beseech 
the candour of my readers. 

Readers should be courteous. There is a civility due 
to books as well as to persons. It is not good manners 
to interrupt a man in the middle of his discourse ; 
and to censure a book before it is read through is 
much the same. “ He that answereth a matter before 
he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him.” Prov. 
xviii. 13. If what is here delivered agree not with 
your thoughts, I can only say this, that my design was 
to write down my own thoughts, and no other man’s— 
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submitting all to the judgment of the holy Scriptures. 
Every one knows best what he thinks, what he be- 
lieves, and of what he is persuaded. To give a plain 
proposal of the grounds and reasons of our present 
judgment, leaving them to their own weight in every 
man’s conscience, is to act like men one towards an- 
other, and the best way to communicate light to those 
who are willing to learn. When once we agree in the 
premises, we cannot differ about the conclusion ; but 
to resolve upon conclusions first, is the ready way to 
put a cheat upon ourselves, whilst we do not seek so 
much to find out truth, as to make good our own in- 
ventions. 

To be born again,. was a hard saying; Nicodemus 
could not receive it; he knew not how to make sense 
of it. Had Christ intended only an outward reforma- 
tion of life, and not an inward renovation of heart, he 
would not have explained our being born again, by 
being “born of water and of the Spirit,” John iii. 5. 
These are evangelical terms of a much higher signifi- 
cation, and imply a deeper change, than that of man- 
ners, which at best reduce us but to a practical con- 
formity to those inbred moral principles belonging 
to our first birth as men. This is still but a state of 
nature: we are in the same spirit and principle that — 
we ever were. Where is the new nature—that spirit 
which is born of the Spirit; those supernatural prin- 
ciples that are above all our natural notions, carrying 
us. out directly to God in Christ? It is faith that ga- 
thers up these supernatural truths out of the Gospel, 
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and applies them to the conscience with power, sub- 
jecting the soul to the divine authority of the word of 
God, without consulting flesh and blood about these 
high mysteries. Revealed truths are strange things to 
a natural man, and will never find acceptance with 
him, till his mind be suited to them by a supernatural 
irradiation. Heavenly things cannot be seen but bya 
heavenly light. When God shines in our hearts, then 
we are transformed into the very image of those truths 
which that light:discovers to us, and we know experi- 
mentally what that renovation of the Spirit is, of which 
the word speaks. Such Gospel truths are put into our 
inward parts as were never before there: this enables 
us to understand the Scriptures, to read them with 
- pleasure. We “delight in the law of God in our 
inward man.” This man within a man, this hidden 
man of the heart, is the new creature, the genuine birth 
of the Spirit of God. Reader, if thou art such a man, 
thou art a true Christian indeed, willing to receive the 
witness of Christ, who speaks what he knows, and tes- 
tifies that which he hath seen, John iii. 11. I have 
-written this following discourse to you, not ‘ because 
you know not the truth, but because you know it, and 
that no lie is of the truth,’ 1 John ii. 21. If any, who 
aay be yet spiritually unborn, shall take up this book, 
and read it, they may see what they are not—how short 
they come of that character the Gospel gives of new- 
born souls. There are more Nicodemuses than one 
(even among the most learned men of the present day) 
who cannot unriddle the mystery of regeneration : they 
B 2 
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will understand nothing by it, but what they can bring 
themselves to by an outward baptism. There is na 
reasoning with these men: while they live in one na- 
ture, and talk of another, they say they know not 
what! It is impossible to have a real feeling of that 
nature that is not in us. He is a skilful limner who 
draws to the life. Though life itself can never be 
drawn, some resemblances of life there may be; the 
cast and colour of a living face, but no breath; like 
painted fire, without heat; or the picture of a man 
running, without any actual motion : he is fixed in his 
first step; you will always find his feet where your 
pencil left them, standing still in a running posture. 
Thus it is with many professors; they are as pictures 
hung upon a wall, dressed up in all the outward for- 
malities of religion; you would take them to be real 
saints; they have a name to live, but are indeed spiri- — 
tually dead, without any inward living principle of 
grace to animate and quicken those forms, filling 
them up with true gospel holiness. 

Acts flowing from a living principle within, bring 
their own evidence along with them, giving a pleasing 
sensation of their truth and reality, as the genuine off- 
spring of the heart, which nothing that is forced or 
counterfeit can effect. The heart flows out with those 
actions that come from it, but secretly turns away, as 
unconcerned in every thing that doth not correspond 
to the inward sense and inclination of the soul. This 
will help us to judge of our regeneration, by observing 
the consent of our minds to those outward acts of reli- 
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gion through which we pass; what complacency and 
delight we have in them, or what secret aversion to them 
to which we must needs be privy: all mere imitations 
of nature are somewhere defective. This is more easily 
discernible, when we practise upon ourselves, seeming 
to be what we are not; as actors upon a stage, under 
a disguise, who know they are not the persons they re- 
present. When partakers of this new nature—this “ di- 
vine nature,”’ 2 Pet. i.4—how kindly are the motions of 
our hearts towards Christ ! How welcome is he to us! 
We are never more in our own element than when we 
are in communion with Jesus in our closets; our joy 
is then full, because we have the very desire of our 
hearts; we are where we would be; we have what we 
longed for. Every unregenerate man, in the very 
height of his outward profession, belies his own sense 
and experience, and says that of his heart which he 
speaks not from his heart. 

When an humbling, overwhelming, sense of original 
sin comes upon us, discovering the universal depravity 
of our degenerate nature, how is the glory of all flesh 
stained! How vile and mean a thing is man, born of 
a woman! He may well lie down in his own shame, 
stand behind the whole creation of God, and blush at 
the mischief he hath done the world, groaning with all 
his fellow-creatures to be restored to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. Serious thoughts of 
our fallen estate must needs beget this self-abhorrence 
in us, that we should thus unman ourselves, and be- 
come like the beasts that perish; nay, worse than they, 
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because we cannot so perish as to cease to be; the im- 
mortality of our souls making us naturally capable of 
a miserable eternity. How should we then be con- 
founded in our own sight, and be yet more vile in our 
own eyes! We cannot at once take in the full sense of 
our wretched state. The grossest sins of our lives are 
not to be compared to the sin of our nature; they 
might pass for particular acts of folly, into which we 
were hurried by the violence of some sudden tempta- 
tion; we might hope that nature would recover itself ; 
but that being poisoned, and turned into a root of bit- 
terness, what fruit unto holiness can ever grow upon 
such evil trees as we all are naturally? It is not any im- 
provement of nature, by art or industry, that will re- 
cover us; there must be a real change of nature 
wrought in us;—and how few are convinced of the 
necessity of this? A toad may as soon complain of his 
poisonous nature, as fallen man of his corrupt nature. 
Weare reconciled to every thing that is natural to us; 
else it could not be natural. Whatever is a part of 
ourselves, can be no burden to us. 

It isasign that the Spirit of God hath been at work 
in that soul who is grown into a dislike of himself; 
hating what he is, and what he doth from a carnal 
principle. It is a sign there is another spirit and 
principle stirring in him. It is impossible there should 
be true grace in that man who hath no afflicting sense 
of indwelling sin. The flesh is still flesh, even after 
regeneration. The new creature is raised up in the 
presence of the old man; they live together a while, 
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though at continual variance, till the fleshly sinful part 
be abolished. Then the new creature will stand up by 
itself in a perfect state of glory, in the stature ofa 
perfect man in Christ. Sin, though it cannot hinder 
the birth of the new man, yet it hinders his growth, 
and depresses that for a season; till mortality, with 
all that belongs to it, be quite swallowed up of that 
eternal life which we derive from Christ.in our regene- 
ration. If we die strangers to this life of God and 
godliness, we, with all our forms, names, and specious 
pretences to religion, shall be swallowed up of eternal 
death, and never see the kingdom of God. 


CHAPTER II. 
NATURE OF REGENERATION. 


“ Excerr aman be born again, he cannot see the king- 
~ dom of God.” The sound of these words, at the first 
reading, may convince any considering person, that the 
Christian religion isa great mystery. The way to under- 
stand it aright is to look into the internal parts of it, 
not into the words, but the power of godliness. Many and 
various are the outward forms by which professors are 
unhappily distinguished, pleasing themselves with dif- 
ferent superstructures upon the same supposed foun- 
dation : ‘* But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
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thereupon,”’ 1 Cor. iii. 10. There are gold, silver, and 
precious stones, in some buildings; and too much wood, 
hay, and stubble, in others. Before I set fire to this, 
by a spirit of judgment and burning, let us all examine 
our foundations, and see whether the whole house is 
not to be pulled down, and built anew. We had better 
pull down a house, weakly founded, than suffer it to 
fall wpon our heads, and perish in the ruins. My text 
leads me to this examination. I hope you will all join 
with me in searching for the Rock; if we find it, we 
may with more comfort and success consider and repair 
what is amiss. 

The text speaks of the nativity, or original of a 
Christian, who derives his descent from above—from 
heaven, from God, from the Holy Spirit. This is very 
high ; we may look for something extraordinary in such 
a birth, which is here called regeneration, or our being 
born again, or a second time. This is a great mystery, 
and cannot be understood till it is in some measure felt. 
fRegeneration is not a notion, but a nature; not a mere 
empty speculation floating in the brain, but an inward 
living principle rooted in the heart. I am not speak- 
ing of things without you, at a distance from you, that 
are foreign and extrinsical to your souls, but of that 
which is essential to the being and constitution of a 
Christian as such. You are not only my auditors this 
day, but each of you the subject of my present dis- 
course. I am not only speaking to you, but of you; it is 
what you are, or are not, in the inward state of your 
souls, that I am now inquiring of God. By comparing 
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yourselves with the word, you may know how far you 
do, or do not, answer to the character that is there 
given of the new-born soul. The essential properties 
of that nature in which we live, must needs be owned 
by us; they are in us, they are of us, ‘“bone.of our 
bone, and flesh of our flesh ;’’ they are our very selves. 
No reflecting man can be without this knowledge of 
himself ; he cannot deny his own image, which he sees 
with his own eyes. Ina glass, face answers to face ; so it 
is with the heart of a man: describe it as it is, in its 
present actings, motions, principles, and inclinations ; 
it will fall in to a tittle with you. 

I hope God will so guide me, that I shall not utter 
any thing concerning this new birth which is not ac- 
cording to the experience of the weakest Christian who 
is really born of God. If I shoot over the heads of 
others, it is not my fault; we must speak of divine things 
as they are laid down in the Scriptures, whether we are 
understoed or not understood. 

Preachers can only explain the object, they cannot 
enlighten the faculties; they may open the text, but 
they cannot open the hearts of those that hear them, to 
understand the Scriptures; this is the work ‘of God. 
‘‘ Faith cometh by hearing,” therefore “he that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.” I cannot bespeak your 
attention by a stronger argument than that in my text, 
‘Except aman be born again, he cannot,” &c. That 
which the word of God so plainly puts as a bar to our 
entrance into the kingdom of God, all who have any 
hope of entering into that kingdom, are concerned to 
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see removed. Give me leave to reason with you out 
of the Scriptures about this great point of reyeneration. 
Some consider it to be that to which a mere natural man 
may pretend. Passing over the whole mystery of the 
Gospel, they construe the word of God by reason, bring- 
ing down all spiritual expressions to the level of man’s 
understanding ; and if indeed no more be intended by 
them, things are strangely worded in the Bible. It isnot 
the manner of men so to speak, to clothe their natural 
noticns with such phrases and words (peculiar only to 
the Scriptures) as do not at all symbolize with any mere 
human conception; and therefore must needs signify 
something higher, something beyond all that ever 
entered into the heart of a natural man. If not, then 
farewell to all revealed religion ; it seems that nothing is 
revealed in Scripture but mere words; natural theology 
is the thing into whichall Scripture must be interpreted. 
All the use we are to make of the Scriptures, according 
to them, is only to borrow some peculiar words and 
expressions, as so many new terms of art appropriated 
to religion, by divine authority, What a strange conceit 
is this, to borrow from the Scriptures new bottles into 
which to put our old wine; to put our sense upon God’s 
word, so spoiling both! God’s words are too large for 
our sense, and our sense is too low and mean to fill up 
such high expressions, which can never, by any rule of 
speech, be brought down and contracted to so narrow 
a signification ; so that, whilst we accommodate the word 
of God to our own false conceptions of divine things, 
we understand neither God nor ourselves; we think 
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absurdly, and speak improperly. But those who under- 
stand the pure language of the Gospel, see a suitable- 
ness between the words of the Holy Ghost and the 
things of the Holy God. 

I have read to you out of my text the words of the 
Holy Ghost; it is God only who must shew both you 
and me the thing itself intended and meant by these 
words. 

And now, to come a little nearer, let me begin with 
the context. 

John iii. 3. One would have thought the high opinion 
Nicodemus had of Christ, ver. 2, as “a teacher come 
from God, a worker of miracles,and one with whom was 
God;” and Christ’s earnestness in asserting the truth 
of what he lays down so positively, ver. 3, under a most 
solemn asseveration, that it was certainly so, would have 
led Nicodemus to the belief of what Christ affirmed. But 
it is not the opinion we have of the preacher, nor his 
earnestness in preaching, nor the certain truth of what 
he delivers, that will persuade us to receive this doctrine 
of regeneration, till God enlighten our minds, and give 
us experience of the thing in ourselves. 

Observe, All natural men have strange and gross ap- 
prehensions of the doctrine of regeneration. Nicodemus 
applies to natural generation all that Christ said, and 
thus mistakes the mystery of the new birth; not com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual, but with natural 
things. He cannot rise higher thana natural generation, 
and thinks that this must be repeated in regeneration : 
if any such thing be, though never so often repeated, 
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it is still the same thing done, the same way by entering 
the second time, &e. ‘*And how can aman be born 
when he is old?’’ But, suppose there was such a thing 
as a natural regeneration, as Nicodemus mentioned; this 
would not make us more fit for heaven; for we should 
be sent again into the world in the same corrupt nature 
that we had before ;—whatever is born of the flesh, is 
but flesh still, omne simile generat simile; therefore a 
natural regeneration supposes no change, but repro- 
duces a man in the same state, form, and nature, as he 
had before. If aman were ten thousand times born 
naturally, he would be the same man still: but the 
regeneration of which Christ speaks makes him a new 
man ; and therefore could not be by entering “a second 
time into his mother’s womb.’? Nicodemus knew no- 
thing of any such new birth, asshould bring fortha new 
kind or race of men into the world, of a different genius, 
complexion, and principle, from all that are born of 
women. But because the Scripture so plainly speaks 
of such a thing, they who read the word, dare not deny 
it altogether; and therefore place the whole mystery of 
it in external baptism; they suppose it always com- 
| pleted there, of course, and will hear no more of it ever 
after; they count it absurd to call upon adult baptized 
persons, especially old men and women, to labour after 
a regeneration; that they think is past and over long 
before when they were baptized. 

Observe, None but a regenerate person understands 
the true nature of regeneration. Others can never under- 
stand it, because they do not feel it in themselves; it is a 
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personal change wrought in every individual saint. 
Men may see our outward profession, our outward walk- 
ing, our praying, hearing, preaching, our moral and re- 
ligious practices ; but the principle from which we act, 
and by which we are actuated. in all these things, is 
infallibly known to none but God, and our own souls—we 
may search into our own hearts as far as to discern this 
new birth, and we should not rest till we have found 
it out. 

That we may the better understand the nature of 
regeneration, let us consider the several names given to 
it in Scripture: regeneration, renovation, new creation, 
conversion, are synonymous terms, and all signify the 
same thing; all imply the corruption of man’s nature, 
that produceth nothing but what is like itself, How 
specious soever it may seem to be, it is but flesh; there- 
fore all fleshly wisdom, beauty, and glory, must be 
mortified and abolished. The Scripture calls for a new 
birth, a new creation after the image of God, that man 
may be enabled to do good; ‘created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works,’ Ephes. ii. 10. Baptism is the sign 
and symbol of regeneration, and implies the thing itself, 
when the inward work of the Spirit goes along with 
the outward washing of water, which it does not always 
do: this wind bloweth where it listeth, &c. 

Regeneration is of a larger extent and signification 
than justification and sanctification ; it is initially all 
that belongs to a state of grace; it is fully described, 
Tit. iii. 5, by washing and renewing. There is a 
double washing from sin. 
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First, from the guilt of it, “ by the blood of Christ,” 
1 John i. 7. ‘ Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood,” Rev. i. 5. “ These are 
they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb,”’ Rev. vii. 14. This washing is justi- 
fication; therefore called baptism unto ‘‘ remission of 
sin,’ Mark i. 4. ‘“ Repent, and be baptized every one 
of youin the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,” 
Acts ii. 38. ‘‘ For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Christ have put on Christ,’’ Gal. iii.27. This 
is baptism unto justification ‘“ by the blood of Christ.” 

Secondly, From the filth of sin, by the Spirit of 
Christ; ‘‘ But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God,’ 1 Cor. vi. 11. ‘For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit,’’ 1Cor. xii. 13. 
This is commonly called regeneration. “ Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost,’’ Tit. iii. 5. “ Nico- 
demus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?” John iii. 4. Born of water, this 
is baptism unto sanctification, “Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap- 
tized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by 
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baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead, by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life,” Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
“ Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with Aim through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead,’ Col. ii. 12. These 
two internal washings are always joined together, 
1 Cor. vi, 11. the one is perfect, the other imperfect, 
justification only precedes sanctification ; and, being the 
act of God upon us, and towards us, is perfect : but in 
sanctification God takes us along with him; we concur 
in every act of sanctification; he works in us to will 
and to do; but it is we that will and do. 

I conceive it lies something wide from the truth to 
put (as some do) regeneration for sanctification, which 
lies in the mortification of sin, and newness of life, which 
is rather an effect of regeneration, than that in which 
it consists. The renewing of our nature supposes a union 
to Christ, an ingrafting into him, who is the root that 
bears us, communicating all spiritual virtue and sap to 
those branches that are vitally joined to him. 

Therefore I shall describe regeneration, or define it 
thus, viz. 

Regeneration is a wonderful work of God the Holy 
Ghost begetting the elect unto himself, by ingrafting 
them into Christ, from whom they derive a spiritual be- 
ing, and in whom they live spiritually for ever and ever; 
growing up daily into his likeness, till they come to the 
stature of a perfect man in him. 

In regeneration there is a supernatural form of true 
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holiness impressed upon the soul, that the preter- 
natural form of sin and ungodliness brought in by the 
devil may be abolished. Nothing that is physically 
natural is abolished by regeneration, which takes not 
away any natural faculty or affection of the soul, only 
sets them upon right objects. Regeneration produces 
a new spiritual being in the soul. That man is a re- 
generated man when the Holy Spirit draws the image 
of God upon the heart, and sets the soul intoa holy 
order and rectitude ; when the natural faculties of the 
rational soul are brought under the power of super- 
natural principles. 

Regeneration implies the beginning of the new life, 
or new creature. Birth is the beginning of life; we 
are born of God,” John i.13. This is caused by God’s 
quickening of us, Eph. ii. 5, in and through our union 
by faith to Christ, who is our life, a quickening spirit 
in us, and tous. ‘ The first man Adam was made a 
living soul, the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit.”? 1 Cor. xv. 45, They who are born of God are 
not still-born, but born alive, quickened by the spirit 
of Christ. | 

This new life appears most in the wiuu, by its real 
tendency towards God. “ For it is God which worketh 
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.’’ 
Phil. ii. 13. Where you see the will of a man turned 
to God and Christ, you may be confident God hath 
been at work in that soul. This great quickening 
work of regeneration usually appears first in the will, 
in the gracious motions and inclinations of the will of 
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man towards God and Christ. There may be an illu- 
mination of the mind, without any conversion of the 
will; the darkness of the understanding is sooner re- 
moved than the corruption of the will. There may be 
many strong convictions wrought, before there be any 
true conversion of the will; that stands struggling to 
the uttermost, before it consents to come to Christ, and 
- cast the soul upon him by an act of faith. And when 
the eternal Father has drawn the will to that act of faith, 
repentance is always joined with it. ** John verily bap- 
tized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people that they should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’? Acts xix. 4. 
‘‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Mark i. 15. 
Faith principally respects Christ; but repentance is 
towards God himself, whom we have offended by our 
sins. ‘“‘ Repentance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’? Acts xx. 21. Therefore repent- 
ance turns us to the will of God, seeks to please him, 
by doing only what he approves of, “works meet for 
repentance.” Acts xxvi. 20. These works are an effect 
of gospel repentance, that flows from faith in Christ. 
Legal terrors, that accompany a legal repentance, are 
prior to faith, and cannot be removed but by faith in 
Christ Jesus. An unregenerate man may attain toa 
legal repentance, and be much terrified ; but he cannot 
attain to a gospel repentance, in turning from sin, as 
contrary to the holiness of God. Indeed this gospel 
repentance that flows from faith may be sooner per- 
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ceived than faith itself. A sinner cannot easily persuade 

himself that, he is reconciled to God in Christ, before 
he finds in himself that he hath left those sins that se- 
parated him from God. Regeneration lies in creating 
in us a habit and vital principle of faith, which dis- 
poses and inclines us to actual believing. This very 
principle denominates a man a believer in the sight of 
God, before he actually believes. 

In regeneration. there is a power put into a man to 
believe and repent, which are acts of the new creature ; 
so that a man must first be a new creature; and so 
that which makes him a new creature is regenera- 
tion. Before that, an unregenerate person is called 
an old man; the old man is distinct from ourselves as 
men; we must distinguish between the corruption 
of human nature, and human nature itself. It im- 
plies a change of state and a change of nature: 
the foundation of both is laid in our regeneration, 
by virtue of our incorporation into Christ, “who 
of God is made unto. us righteousness and sanctifica- 
tion.” The efficacy of his blood and spirit reaches our 
souls, being one with him; we die with him, and rise 
with him; are discharged from sin on the account of 
his satisfaction, and are raised up unto newness of life 
by virtue of his resurrection. 

We pass through all the states through which Christ 
passed; we die with him, are crucified with him; we 
rise with him, ascend into heaven with him, are glori- 
fied with him, There is nothing that God requires of 
believers, in a way of faith aud hope, but he hath given 
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some instance already, in his son Jesus Christ, of the 
actual accomplishment of that thing. We trust to be 
justified from our sins, because Christ is justified from 
them: they were laid upon him, but he has freed him- 
self now from the imputation of them, and therefore 
will “appear the second time without sin,”’ Heb. ix. 28. 
We hope for a resurrection of the body, because Christ 
is risen; we hope for glory, because Christ is ascended 
and glorified. So the apostle argues—‘ Who by him 
do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, 
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be 
in God.” 1 Pet. i. 21. There is as much reason for 
the justification of a sinner believing in Christ, as for 
the justification of the person of Christ himself; and it is 
upon the same account; so that our case is an adjudged 
case, already upon record in heaven. It is no new 
thing for God to pass by our sins, he having passed by 
them all in Christ Jesus; no new thing for God to jus- 
tify such sinners as we are, having already justified 
Christ, admitted him to glory, and set him down at his 
right hand: these are all instances of what you may 
expect from God the Father. The covenant of grace 
requires no other righteousness for your justification 
but that of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore I would 
persuade you to keep up a high value and esteem for 
the righteousness of Christ; it will support you under 
the greatness of your own sins, and under all the de- 
fects of your own righteousness. What is it that trou- 
bles poor souls? their sins are great, and their righ- 
teousness small, and what will become of them they 
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know not. Set the righteousness of Christ against the 
greatness of your sins, and against all the imperfections 
of your own righteousness; elevate your thoughts in a 
high esteem of this glorious righteousness of Christ. I 
would not have you say, as too many do; and it may be 
they mean no more than they say ; if so, they do not say 
all the truth. J have heard many believers say, Christ 
will cover the imperfection of our own righteousness, 
and so think they speak all the truth; but they must mean 
something beyond all this, or they do not speak right; 
for the righteousness of Christ apprehended by faith 
does not only cover all the defects of your own righ- 
teousness, but covers your very righteousness itself ; 
which must never be brought in as an argument why 
God should justify ; you must not be found in your own 
righteousness. ‘* Not having my own righteousness,” 
says Paul, Phil. iii. 9; that is, not having it on. Faith 
in Christ strips a man of his own righteousness, as well 
as speaks comfortably concerning the pardon of all the 
defects of our own righteousness. But if we take our 
own righteousness in its best state and highest degree, 
as far as it can reach, it must be covered when we come 
to God for justifieation. 

There are two seasons when Christ presents us to 
the Father, the one for justification, the other for glo- 
rification; when he does the first, he presents us sin- 
ners lying in our blood, as having no righteousness of 
our own, but what is imputed to us by God; and then, 
for glorification, he presents us perfectly holy, inhe- 
rently holy, without any spot or blemish upon us. And 
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this he doth with exceeding great joy. So that when 
you would make use of Christ for justification, remem- 
ber to cover all your own righteousness, and reject it 
entirely, as to any trust or confidence in it. It is hard 
to do righteously, and not to be proud of it, and con- 
ceive we merit something by it. You must be workers 
of righteousness ; but not wearers of your own righ- 
teousness : when you stand before God for justification, 
take heed of being found init. Nothing can makea 
man see the weakness and insufliciency of his own per- 
formances, but a true principle of faith; that humbles 
him and empties him, sending him stript and naked 
unto Christ, to cover him with the unspotted robe of 
his perfect righteousness. 
EFFECT. 

Lastly. The immediate effect of regeneration is adop- 
tion. You see I have been comparing regeneration with 
other great gospel truths, that I might find out the 
proper place for it, and see what relation it stands in 
to all the other parts and members of the body of 
divinity. ; 

I say, therefore, the immediate effect.of regeneration 
is adoption. Being born of man, we become the chil- 
dren of men; so being born of God, we become the 
children of God. Adoption and birth go together here ; 
he that begets, adopts those whom he hath begotten. 
It is not so among men, for this is another peculiar 
property of regeneration: they who have power to be- 
come the children of God are born of God—adopted, 
-and yet born—born, and yet adopted ; so that it pleas- 
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eth God the Father, by all the ways of nature, of art, 
of civil custom among men, to set forth his love by a 
natural generation, or being born. It is a natural 
thing among men to be born; but adoption is a civil 
institution, a thing of prudence and custom among 
men, it is brought in by man. You know how fond 
men are of those whom they have adopted; it is next 
to the natural affection they bear to the children of 
their own bodies ; so that no doubt there is much of mys- 
tery in this doctrine of regeneration. There is scarcely 
a man in the world but lives in some hope of going to 
heaven when he dies; yet the greatest part of mankind 
carry themselves so, as if they would only make the 
world believe they shall be saved, not as if they were 
under any real hope or expectation of such a thing. 
Nothing of this appears by any serious preparation 
they make for heaven or glory. But let their hopes 
be what they will, “except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” Thus much in gene- 
ral. I shall now come to particulars. 


CHAPTER III. 
THE AUTHOR OF REGENERATION. 


1, The Author of regeneration, viz. God. “ We know 
that whosoever is born of God sinneth not: but he 
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that 
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‘wicked one 'toucheth him not.’”? 1 John v. 18. We are 
‘said to be begotten of God, born of God; and this is 
‘sometimes ascribed to God the Father, sometimes to 
‘God the Son, sometimes to God the Holy Ghost. All 
‘that is called God is concerned in man’s regeneration. 
God the Father is said to beget us; ‘ Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
~ from the dead,” 1 Pet.i.3. Weare said tobe “* created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works,” Eph. ii. 10; to be 
‘‘in him,’’ even “in his Son Jesus Christ,” 1 John v. 20; 
to be “born of the Spirit,” John iii. 5. Allthe per- 
‘sons of the Holy Trinity have a joint agency in this 
work of our regeneration. And great is the eflicacy of | 
three such concurring, total causes of the same kind; 
this is above all our logic and philosophy, which own 
“no such causes. God “is wonderful in counsel ‘and 
excellent in working,” Isai. xxviii. 29. We are in his 
hands, “as clay in the hand of the potter,” Jer. xviii. 6. 
He can make ‘us vessels of honour, if he please; and 
‘this honour have all his saints,’’ his excellent ones, in 
whom he delights. The moving cause is the mere good 
will and pleasure of God; ‘Of his own will begat he 
us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
first-fruits of his creatures,” James i. 18. ‘* His abun- 
dant mercy and loving-kindness,”’ 1 Pet.i.3. “But 
after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour to- 
ward man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to‘his mercy he 
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saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost,” Tit. iii. 4,5. ‘‘ But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together in Christ; (by grace ye are saved;)’’ Ephes. 
ii. 4,5. We should be much affected with the love of 
God in our regeneration. God stands in the relation of 
a Father to all who are begotten by him. 

1. He is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the second person in the Trinity ; “I will de- 
clare the decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art 
my Son; this day have 1 begotten thee,’ Psa. ii. 7; 
whose generation is eternal, ‘“‘who can declare it?’’ 
Isa. lili. 8. It is the profound object of our faith, 
grounded upon divine revelation. 

2. He isthe Father of all true Christians, who are 
spiritually born of his will, at the time appointed by 
the Father for their effectual calling. It is termed a 
calling, because they are begotten by the word of God, 
who speaks to their hearts by it, and so turning them 
to himself. God is the Father of Christ, and the Father 
of believers; ‘‘ My Father, and your Father.’? John 
xx. 17. Upon these accounts it is, that God glories so 
much in his own paternity; not only in relation to 
Christ, his eternal Son, who is God equal with the 
Father ; but also in relation to the saints, who are his 
true-born children through Christ. See an instance of 
both. 

1. In reference to Christ; ‘‘ Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee.”’ “Let all the Angels of God 
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worship him.” ‘Thy throne is for ever and ever.” 
** Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
feotstool.’’ Heb. i. 5, 6,8, 13. So, Psal. ii. 6,7,8. Thus 
was this great Man, this Son of God incarnate, brought 
into heaven in state and triumph, at his resurrection. 
2. In reference to the saints; “I am a Father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my first born.” Jer. xxxi. 9. 
“IT will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 2 Cor. vi. 18. 
Though God greatly delights in his beloved Son, loves 
to see the brightness of his own glory shining out in 
Christ, the express image of his person; yet, next to 
his own image in Christ, he loves to behold the image 
of his Son in the saints, and therefore has predestinated 
them to be conformable to the image of his Son. ‘“ For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the first-born among many brethren.’’ Rom. viii. 29. 
Christ indeed is the first-born, but many brethren are 
to follow, to be “added to the Lord,” as the phrase is, 
Acts v. 14. God loves to see the number of his child- 
ren increasing; to see his family enlarged. Under 
this consideration Paul bows his ‘‘knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named.”’ Ephes, iii. 14,15. 
With what reverence does Paul drawnigh to this great 
Father? I told you just now, that God glories in 
. Christ his first-begotten Son ; you heard in what triumph 
the great Man, Jesus Christ, was brought into heaven ; 
how God welcomed him to glory. So there is joy in 
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heaven at the regeneration of asinner ; angels rejoice, and 
God rejoices. This day have I begotten such and such; 
oh that there might be joy in heaven upon this account 
this day, that it might be noted down above, that this 
and that man were born here. 

I will shew you the ground of this glorying, of this 
great satisfaction that God hath in hischildren. Though 
Christ be anointed above his fellows, yet there is a 
great measure of anointing poured out upon the saints; 
the fulness of the Godhead isin none but Christ, yet 
the fulness of God is in all the saints; “ And to know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye 
might be filled with all the fulness of God.” Ephes.iii. 19. 
They are not shut out from any of the communicable 
attributes of God, but have their share of all that is in 
him, according to their capacities as creatures. Cast 
an empty barrel into the sea, all the sea is not in the 
barrel, but the barrel is in all the sea; the sea runs 
under it, over it, on every side of it: thus are we 
swallowed up in God. He comprehends us, though we 
cannot fully comprehend him; we are in Christ accord- 
ing to his infinite capacity, and therefore are perfectly 
justified by the infinite merit of his perfect righteous- 
ness imputed to us. But Christ is in us, according to 
our finite weak capacities, and therefore we are but 
imperfectly sanctified; we have what we are able to 
receive, and no more at present, till our hearts are 
further enlarged. 

Thus you see what it is to be a child of God; how 
the fulness of God is bestowed upon us. God glories 
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in this. And have not the saints reason to glory in 
it also? But, alas, how do men please themselves with 
their rich relations, great families, from whom they are 
nobly descended! But, I must tell you, all nations are 
of one blood, and that is tainted too; we are a seed of 
evil-doers, there is no noble blood runs in your veins, 
till you are born of God. It is regeneration only that 
makes you the sons and daughters of the Most High; 
then you are high born indeed, 

To stir you up to a holy ambition after this new 
birth, do but consider the Father of the family, the 
great God of heaven and earth, blessed for ever, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort. 

Consider Christ the elder brother of the family, He 
s*is over all, God blessed for ever’? Rom. ix. 5. His name 
is “ Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever. 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace,’’ Isa. ix. 6,7. You 
see how the dignity and majesty of his person are 
described. 

3. Consider the many privileges that are entailed 
upon new-born souls, heirs of God, joint-heirs with 
Christ. You are born to nothing but woe and misery, 
till you are born again. How should we long to be 
related to such a Father, to such a Brother, to such an 
inheritance ! 

I insist the more upon this, because I am persuaded 
discourses of your heavenly Father must needs be very 
pleasing to you who are his children. Whom should 
children hear with more delight than of their father 
that begat them? Be not cast down at any thing that 
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offends you here below, you have a Father in heaven 
who takes care of you, numbers the hairs of your heads, . 
will interest himself in your smallest concerns, and see 
that all things to you shall work together for good. 

We may speak notionally, and according to the letter, 
what we read and hear concerning regeneration, and 
be little affected ; but when once the new nature begins 
to stir, when a spirit of adoption begins to breathe in 
us, it will lead us out, by a secret instinct, to God as 
to a father ; nature works powerfully. We say, love de- 
scends more strongly than it ascends; so it is here, 
Ged loves his children better than they can love him; 
‘‘ this is love, not that we loved God, but that he hath 
loved us.” 

The truth is, nothing does more ennoble our minds, 
or raise our spirits, to a true Christian magnanimity ; 
nothing does more uphold and encourage us in our way, 
or more strengthen our faith and hope in prayer, than 
lively apprehensions of God, as our father in Christ 
Jesus. See how Christ hangs upon this word [Father] 
in his prayer,—‘ Father, Father; O! Father; Holy 
Father; O.! Righteous Father :’’ John xvii. We should 
eye nothing more in prayer, than our relation to God 
as a Father. How can an unregenerate man say, “‘ Our 
Father which art in heaven?” Alas! thou hast not a 
father in heaven, thou art a child of wrath, a child of 
the devil. Though some unregenerate persons may be 
within the election of God, yet the Scripture speaks of 
them according to their present state ; calls them aliens, 
strangers, foreigners, and enemies; whose minds are 
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“enmity against God.” Rom. viii. 7. Could we con- 
ceive aright of our covenant-relation to God, and keep 
our thoughts working upon it, it would afford an argu- 
ment to us where all other arguments fail ; “‘ Doubtless 
thou art our Father;’’ Isa. Ixiii. 16. It cannot be 
possible that our heavenly Father should forget us; a 
mother may forget her sucking child,—“ but the Lord 
is gracious and full of compassion.” Psal. cxlv.8. There 
is a greater fulness of compassion in our heavenly 
Father, than in our natural parents; they can, and will 
do, what God cannot, because he will not do. Since 
the privileges of the children of God are so great, how 
should we long to be born again! to be “born of the 
Spirit,’ John iii. 6; to be “a new lump,” 1 Cor. v. 7; 
“ new creatures,’”’ 2 Cor. v.17; to have * Christ formed 
in us,” Gal. iv. 19; to be “ quickened,”’ Ephes. ii. 1; 
“baptized with the Holy Ghost,” Mat. iii. 11; to be 
‘‘renewed in the spirit of our mind,” Ephes. iv. 23. 
These are Scripture expressions of great depth, and of 
high signification, which, if well studied and pondered 
in our hearts, often seriously prayed over, will give us 
more light into the mystery of regeneration, than all 
that the tongues of men and angels can utter. None can 
open these Scriptures to you but the Holy Ghost: 
though ministers cannot bring down these Scripture 
expressions to man’s understanding, yet the Spirit of 
God can lift up man’s understanding to some discern- 
ment of the mind of Christ in them, by shining in our 
hearts with the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ. We see how much glory 
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and honour are imparted to us by God’s being the author 
of our regeneration. I will now look a little further 


into this mystery. 


CHAPTER IV. 
FURTHER REMARKS ON THE NATURE OF REGENERATION. 


Regeneration is our passing over into Christ, into 
his life, nature, and spirit; they who are thus joined to 
the Lord, are one spirit. Christ is their life: being 
united to life itself, they must needs be quickened by it ; 
it is present death to be separated from life itself. In 
regeneration, life doth not so much enter into us, as we 
enter into it; and being once born of God, we gradually 
enter further and further into his life, till all mortality 
be swallowed up of it. Thus grace reigns through right- 
eousness unto eternal life, and this eternal life is God. 
There is but one eternal life ; when we are in him that 
is true, in him that is eternal, “ this is life eternal,’? 
John v. 20. Therefore to be in Christ, and to be anew 
creature, is the same. All creatures that have breath, 
live, move, and have their being in God; yet they are 
not in God, as the new creature is in Christ; God, as 
a Creator, bestows a creature-life upon man, distinct 
from his own eternal uncreated life; and man, having 
this natural root of his own, from the God of nature, 
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grows up by himself, with all the specifical properties 
belonging to his kind, whereby he is distinguished from 
his fellow-creatures ; he stands forth at some distance 
from God, but under the general influence of his Pro- 
vidence, without which no creature can subsist. But, in 
regeneration, God not only breathes the breath of life 
into us, making us living souls, but breathes his own 
quickening Spirit into us, that we may live the very 
life of God in our measure. It is one thing for God to 
give forth something virtually from himself, as he does 
in our first creation; another thing to give himself 
really unto us, as in the second creation. God, asa 
Redeemer, raises up a new creature in himself, anda 
partaker of his own divine nature, life, and spirit ; this 
*‘ life is hid with Christ in God,’’ Col. iii. 3, and cannot, 
in the root and principle of it, be distinguished from 
God himself. Christ is our life, of which, according to 
our finite capacity as creatures, we partake. 

For all this, the new creature is but a creature, 
though quite of another make, constitution, and original, 
from all the first creation; and therefore called a new 
creature, standing in a nearer union and conjunction 
to God; born of him so as noothercreature is. All crea- 
tures are made by him, but none are born of him, but 
the new creature. As Christ took part of our flesh and 
blood in his incarnation, so we partake of his divine 
nature in our regeneration. As the soul is the life of the 
body, so the spirit of Christ, dwelling in us, is the 
life of our souls, acting upon them in a supernatural 
way. We live the life of God, from which we were es- 
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tranged, and of which we knew nothing in our unrege- 
nerate state. It is not we that live “ but Christ liveth in 
us,” Gal. ii. 20. ‘* Because I live you shall live also,”’ 
John xiv. 19. “Christ in us the hope of glory,” 
Col, i. 27. Till Christ be formed in us, we cannot 
be said to be born of God; a spirit of life must first 
enter into us from Christ; and how does this spirit 
enter? Not asa separate principle from Christ, but 
in and with Christ Jesus; “the spirit of life in Christ 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death,” 
Rom. viii, 2. 

Beware of leading a separate life from Christ, in the 
strength of your own graces, for they are but streams 
issuing from the fountain of life in Christ Jesus, and 
will quickly dry up, if not continually fed by the 
fountain. Branches cannot bear fruit, if they abide 
not in the root; as the life of the branches is in the 
root of the tree, so our life as new creatures is radi- 
cally in Christ: he is the root that bears us under 
all our deadness and dulness. We should go to 
Christ for fresh quickenings; many times we seek 
for life in ourselves, and can feel none; but if we 
would seek for it in Christ, and come up closer to 
him, how reviving would that be? animus cum sole 
redit; so get but under this Sun of righteousness, 
you will quickly find healing; your spirits will re- 
turn, your cold frozen hearts will grow warm; the 
fire will burn within ere you are aware. What isa 
state of death, but a state of alienation from Christ, 
who is ‘our life??? Eph. iv. 18. Put him on then, and 
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wear him next your hearts ; let him but stretch himself 
all over your dark dead souls, as the prophet did over 
the dead child, 1 Kings xvii, 21, 2 Kings iv. 34, 35, 
and life will return; you will find a sudden resurrec- 
tion, a fresh vigour of spirit will suddenly come upon 
you; if ever you would be quickened, it must be by 
Christ, and with Christ, ‘who hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ,” Eph. ii. 5. What do you alone 
without Christ? No wonder you are in a dead frame, 
while you are musing upon what you are in yourselves; 
while you are in this solitary condition, wandering up 
and down without Christ. Let Christ and you once come 
together, and there will be life, there will be strength, 
there will be another spirit in you. 

If God be the author of regeneration, let not the 
eunuch say, ‘‘I am a dry tree;” all things are pos- 
sible with God, who can of stones raise up children to 
Abraham. I would have none despair of becoming 
the children of God, who do sincerely desire it, and 
long for that day. New births are sudden things: Lam 
persuaded they will be so towards the end of the world, 
when a nation shall be born in a day, and sinners be 
converted by thousands, as in the apostles’ time. Now 
we travail in birth a great while with one and another ; 
many pangs, many throes, yet they stick in the place 
of bringing forth; we prophesy over dry bones, but 
no rattling, no coming together, no spirit of life yet 
entering into them, they stick in the place of bringing 
forth. How many hearers are there in our congregations 
who are stuck between Christ and the world, whocan get 
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neither backwards nor forwards, are now where they 
were many years ago? They dare not cast off religion 
altogether, neither dare they come up to the power of 
it; they come and go toand from the place of the Holy 
One, conversing only with the dead letter of the Gospel, 
not being yet brought under the glorious ministration 
of the Spirit. It is the Spirit gives life, by bringing 
in gospel truths in their natural living principle into 
the heart; then we live, and the word lives in us; the 
heart and the word are quickened together ; one was 
in a dead frame, the other in a dead letter, but now 
both live together, and agree with each other; the sense 
of the soul is the sense of the word; and the sense of 
the word is the sense of the soul; they both mean the 
same thing, they fall in with each other, they dwell to- 
gether in wisdom and spiritual understanding ; there is 
but one spirit between them; what one says, the other 
does; and this is the great work of God, as he is the 
author of regeneration, to make our hearts thus to agree 
with his word, by casting them into the mould of the 
gospel. If ever the word be ingrafted upon the soul, it 
must be ingrafted upona living principle of holiness that 
suits it; for nothing else can receive it, or hold it; and 
this is the work of God upon the soul in regeneration. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE SUBJECTS OF REGENERATION. 

Tue subjects of regeneration, who are they? The 
elect, only the elect, and all the elect. ‘‘ Whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called,” Rom, viii. 30. Let 
their outward circumstances be what they will, whether 
bond or free, male or female ;—‘‘ For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit,” 1 Cor. xii. 13; 
“ For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature,”’ Gal. 
vi. 15 ;—regeneration will reach them all first or last. 
I prove it thus :— | 

It must be either by God’s election; or by man’s 
election, putting himself by his own free-will into this 
state; or by accident, nobody knows how. I will prove 
it must be one of these three ways; because it is appa- 
rent, that all by nature are born in an unregenerate 
state, and, that the devil carries away the greatest part 
of mankind into hell in their unregenerate state. These 
truths are plainly laid down in Scripture, and are ca- 
pable of clear demonstration from thence; Since nei- 
ther of them need any proof, I will take them both for 
granted, and J argue thus from them :—If all are born 
in sin, and the greatest part by far die in their sins, 
who makes the difference, and from whence does it 
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arise? It must come either from the eternal purpose 
of God, electing some and not others, or from man’s 
own choice, electing himself, and putting himself into 
this state by the power of his own free-will; so that he 
is regenerate because he will be so. He will regene- 
rate himself, and change his own nature, and make 
himself a new creature. The absurdity of this will 
appear by-and-by: or else it is by an unaccountable 
contingency, nobody knows how or why. It cannot be 
by the two latter ways, ergo, it must be by the first, 
viz. God’s election, 

1. It cannot be by man’s own free-will; for it can- 
not be supposed that corrupt nature should ever will 
its own destruction. The flesh is not so divided against 
itself; Satan will not cast out Satan; the devil is more 
at unity with himself than todo so. He would indeed 
set himself above God, and dethrone him, if possible ; 
he would be a god; he would have the use of God’s 
power, that he might abuse it, and play the devil the 
more, so far as he would be like unto the Most High. 
But he is so much a devil, such an irreconcilable enemy 
to all godliness, that he would not exchange his de- 
vilish nature for the holy nature of God. And so are 
all the children of the devil. « Oh, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness.’’ Acts xiii. 10. 
A natural man would be nothing but what he is; he 
likes himself too well to part with his own nature. It 
is unreasonable to imagine such a self-destroying incli- 
nation in any creature whatsoever; it is impossible for 
any nature to will a change of itself. A principle of 
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self-preservation runs through the whole creation of 
God. The toad, as full of poison as it is, would be a 
toad still. So sinful man is as tender of himself, as 
much in love with himself, as the holiest angel in hea- 
ven is with himself. Whence should such an actual 
will arise in man,as to desire his own annihilation, that 
he may cease to be what he is, and become a new crea- 
ture? There must be another nature put into him 
before he can desire to be another man. All follow the 
course of nature, and cannot do otherwise; therefore, 
till nature is changed, the course is and must be the 
same as ever it was. Good inclinations are never found 
in depraved nature; ‘‘an evil tree cannot bring forth 
good fruit; figs grow not upon thistles, nor grapes 
upon thorns.”’” To suppose a man in a state of nature 
can will his own conversion, is to suppose him already 
converted. If the will be changed the man is changed ; 
the will is the man. “Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots?’’ Jer. xiii. 23. They 
may as soon do this, as one born in sin can cease to 
live in sin. We must be born again first; for a sinful 
nature will never carry a man out to a holy life. Na- 
ture is a constant fixed principle, always keeping within 
its own sphere ; it is not a mutable fancy, that may be 
taken up or laid down at pleasure. We see all things 
keep their own shape and form ; and it would he mon- 
strous were it otherwise. The whole creation would 
be confounded, if things could run one into another 
and metamorphose themselves into what different spe- 
‘cies they please. The God of nature has fixed things 
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otherwise. And I am sure none but the God of grace 
can alter the corrupt nature of fallen man. 

2. It cannot be by chance ; by a fortuitous concourse 
of I know not what. None but a downright atheist 
will resolve it into this; it is such a denial of provi- 
dence in the chief design and contrivance of the infi- 
nite wisdom and goodness of God, as no Christian ever 
can bear, What is regenerating grace, but a special 
providence towards the elect, carried on with wonder- 
ful wisdom and counsel? Where known causes and 
special ends may be assigned, there is no room for 
chance; we may steadily look fromthe beginning té 
the end of such a production, and trace back the effect, 
step by step, to its first original cause, He that is a 
Christian by chance, not knowing how or why he came 
to be so, will give but a sorry account of his faith, and 
may as suddenly, with more reason, turn infidel again. 

3. Therefore, since regeneration does not happen by 
an unaccountable contingency, nor can ever be brought 
about by any mere human contrivance, what remains, 
but that we ascribe it, as the Scripture does, to the 
divine will of Him, ‘‘ to whom all things are possible ;”’ 
beginning at the eternal purpose of God in election, so 
proceeding downwards through all the methods, ways, 
and means appointed by God for the carrying on this 
great work of his in the hearts of men? 

The truth is, that the first breaking forth of electing 
love upon us, is in our regeneration. Till something of 
it appears, we cannot know any thing by all that is be- 
fore us, of God’s eternal love to us, Our actual taking 
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any thing up into our hands, argues a previous choice, 
that our eye was upon it before; so here, God has from 
eternity made choice of some for salvation; his eye was 
upon them from eternity. And, when his grace takes 
actual hold of them, we may then, through our present 
effectual vocation, see up to our eternal election, and, 
by these visible streams, go back to the invisible foun- 
tain of sovereign grace in the heart of our heavenly 
Father. By what he does in time, we know what he 
intended from eternity. 

Let none despair of this grace, who wait upon God 
for it. All those who have already passed the straits of 
the new birth were once under as discouraging circum- 
stances as any now can be; but God had mercy on 
them, and so he may on thee. He breathed the breath 
of spiritual life into them, and so he can and may into 
thee. He is a God that raises the dead; dead souls as 
well as dead bodies. We may see in the eye-lids of some 
the very ‘‘ shadow of eternal death.’’ But God can turn 
that shadow into the morning, and cause the ‘day- 
spring from on high to visit them.” 

Election alters no man’s state, till it issue in conver- 
sion; then you may see your names written in the book 
of life, from a sense and feeling in yourselves of that 
life to which you were fore-ordained. Until we are 
regenerated, we cannot tell whether we ever shall be. 
God knows, but we do not. “Israel hath not obtained 
that which he seeketh for; but the election hath ob- 
tained it, and the rest were blinded.” Rom. xi. 7. 
Therefore all that have obtained, must ascribe it to 
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election—‘‘ That the purpose of God might stand ac- 
cording to election,” Rom. ix. 11. ! 

The cause of this great change that regeneration 
makes, must be resolved either into the will of God or 
the will of the creature; there is no medium between 
God and the creature; whatever is done, is by one or 
the other. Some resolve conversion and regeneration 
into man’s own power, derived from that general suf- 
ficient grace purchased by Christ for all men. But if 
man in his perfect state fell, under that general suflici- 
ent grace with which he was certainly endowed at his 
first creation, how can we suppose any such general 
grace to be suflicient to recover fallen man, and to keep 
him for ever from a relapse? Therefore we must place 
fallen man under some stronger influence, even that of 
effectual grace, which not only shews unto man the 
way of salvation by Christ, but effectually draws his 
heart to an actual closure with Christ, joining him to 
the Lord in one spirit. This effectual grace in saving 
some, does no injury to others; these perish justly from 
the demerits of their own sins; those are saved freely 
through the merits of Christ. Let us not be too curious 
in inquiring why God saves one and not another ; there 
is a covering upon the face of this great deep. “ The 
ways of God are unsearchable, and his judgments past 
our finding out:’’ all must be resolved into the sove- 
reign will of God. Why should our eye be evil because 
his is good; who does what he will with his own, and 
gives no account of his matters? Because God has 
purposed from eternity to shew mercy to some, not 
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telling us who, let every one study his own salvation, 
and put in for his share of this free grace, which is pre- 
sented to all, intended for some. And why not for thee? 
Those who embrace the promise, and believe in Jesus, 
will never find any decree in heaven against them, hin- 
dering their salvation ; and those who refuse the pro- 
mises, and will not come to Christ when called, shall 
never be saved by virtue of any mere decree. 

Faith and repentance are as much under the decree 
of God, as salvation itself; if the decree of God bring 
not forth such things in you now as accompany salvation, 
it will never bring forth salvation itself. The doctrine 
of election is a comfortable doctrine, if we apply it to 
the means as well as to the end. They who deny this 
doctrine, and plead so much for man’s free-will, do, 
and must hold a falling from grace; though God loves 
them now, they are not sure to continue in his love, 
nor ever will be, till they fix all their hopes on 
electing love. When once they see that God has loved 
them from everlasting, which they may do by resolving 
all the present fruits of the spirit into election, as the 
Scripture teaches us; they can strongly argue from 
the unchangeableness of God, that he who has loved 
them from everlasting, will love them to ever- 
lasting; for whom he so loves he always loves to 
the end. 3 

Let me make some use of this point; there may be 
some difficulties in it, but I hope God will clear them 
up to your souls. | 

If the subjects of regeneration be the elect, only the 
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elect, and all the elect; then prove your election by 
your regeneration; you cannot prove regeneration by 
your election; for bare election, if you know it, alters 
no man’s state. Many of the elect of God lie long in 
an unregenerate state. Election is never in Scripture 
brought in as a proof of grace in us; but grace in us 
is brought in as a proof of our election. 

To prevent mistakes in some convinced, though yet 
unconverted sinners, aye, and in some weak trembling 
believers, too, whose convictions of sin do put them into 
no small fright : when I say regeneration is a good proof 
of your election, let not any say, Then my unregenerate 
state is as good a proof of my reprobation; it does by 
no means follow; for these reasons: 

Ist, Because an unregenerate state, or a state of sin 
and unregeneracy, has not that dependence upon, or 
relation to, eternal reprobation, as regeneration, or a 
state of grace, has to our eternal election. A state of 
grace flows from eternal election; but a state of sin 
and unregeneracy does not flow from eternal reproba- 
tion, but from the fall of Adam; God permitting it as 
a means through which his electing love would effec- 
tually work for the more glorious restoration of man. 
They who are regenerated, are elected—* For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
first-born among many brethren. Moreover, whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called; and whom he 
called, them he also justified; and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified.” Rom. viii. 29, 30. But those 
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who are not yet regenerated, cannot be said to be not 
elected or reprobated, or not elected. 

2ndly. A state of sin and unregeneracy is common to 
all, both elect and reprobate; but a state of regene- 
ration is peculiar to the elect only. We are all born 
in sin, all by nature the children of wrath. All the 
saints here on earth, and all the saints now in glory 
above, were once in an unregenerate state. 

ordly. An unregenerate state is alterable; we may 
pass out of it into a better state; but a state of grace 
is unalterable. We may rise up out of a state of sin, 
but we cannot fall out of a state of grace: we may, 
even in a State of grace, fall into many particular sins, 
out of which God will recover us by repentance ; but 
we can never fall quite out of it into hell. 

The decrees of God are unalterable, and so is a 
state of grace flowing directly from them; but a state 
of sin and unbelief is alterable. I speak this for the 
support and comfort of all convinced sinners, that 
none may sink into utter despair; because there is yet 
hope concerning them. 

Athly. The Scriptures do not put us upon proofs of 
reprobation, but of election. We are commanded to 
make that sure. It is true, final unbelief and despair 
are the certain effects of reprobation ; but we must stay 
till the end come; we can positively determine nothing 
possible till then. God calls some at one hour and some at 
another hour; till the day of grace be quite spent, and 
the last minute of the last hour quite run out, we can 
conclude nothing concerning any man’s reprobation. 
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There are certain men ordained of old to condemna- 
tion—* For there are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this condemnation ; 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into las- 
civiousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Jude 4. I do not doubt it. God 
may and doth some time swear against such and such, 
totally withdrawing for ever from them; and yet it is 
hard for any man to know this of himself, or any other ; 
for we see some, who, in their own judgments, have 
been left to a total final despair, have yet been recover- 
ed; those who in their own and others’ apprehensions 
have been under invincible hardness and unbelief of 
heart, yet that also has been overcome, and they 
brought to a better frame andtemper. “ Secret things 
belong to God :” let us not be too rash in this matter ; 
it is enough for a terrified sinner to know the badness 
of his present state; should he know more, it would 
quite overwhelm him, he would be fit for nothing but 
hell, God hides this usually from the wickedest men 
upon earth, to see how they will behave under the 
means of grace, that they may be the more inexcusa- 
ble at last, who lived so long in the view of their dan- 
ger, and of the only way of escape by Christ, and would 
not come unto him for life. 

The best way to know your interest in the decree of 
election, is to study your present state well. 

_ You will say, what are we to understand by the 
present state of our souls? and how shall we know 
what that is? 
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Answer. The present state of our souls lies in the 
relation we stand in either to heaven or hell; in the 
capacity we are in for eternal salvation, or eternal 
damnation, if we should die this instant, To know this 
aright, we must consider how God has stated it ; every 
man’s present state is stated by God in the word. Mark 
well what his declared judgment is of such as we are, 
who live as we live, do as we do, think as we think. 
I stand not much upon the judgment of a man, con- 
cerning his everlasting state, unless it fall in with the 
judgment of God in the Scriptures. Many will judge 
themselves as their fears or hopes lead them, without 
any reference at all to the word of God. We that are 
ministers must join with the word, whether it be for 
you or against you, If you come not up to the terms 
of the covenant, you are cast by the word; we shall 
quickly understand your case, But if you will make 
new terms for yourselves, and say, if I have not such 
gifts, such degrees of grace, such enlarged and sensi- 
ble comforts; if I still remain under such temptations, 
such afflictions, I will never believe I am a child of 
God; you may say and believe what you please, but I 
know no word of God, from one end of the bible to the 
other, that says as you say. There is no end of these 
objections; you will be sure to hold to your opinion; 
you give so much credit to yourself, and so little to the 
word in that case, that all we say from thence, in answer 
to your doubts, signifies nothing: whereas if you 
grounded your scruple upon any part of the word of 
God, we could answer you by some other word of equal 
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authority with you; and then we should be heard, and 
be able to satisfy you, by reconciling Scripture with 
Scripture, and consequently you to yourself. 

Perhaps some fearful saint, or some secure sinner, 
will object, and say, I am not likely to understand my 
present state this way; for I cannot believe the word 
against my own sense and experience, as I think to the 
contrary. Having already spoken to doubting saints, 
I will suppose this objection to be made by some secure 
sinner. I answer,— 

Admit this, viz. That you cannot believe, &c.: yet, 
however, be persuaded to draw up your case out of the 
word, and say, (what you cannot but say, if you mind 
what you read,) If the word of God be true, I am ina 
lost state; but I have a better opinion of my condition 
than this. Could we bring secure sinners thus far, the 
time may come, and will come, if you belong to God, 
when his word will have more weight with you than 
your own present thoughts and imaginations; and then 
you will judge of yourselves as the word judges, and — 
~ no otherwise. Whatever your present hopes or fears 
may be, you will come over to the word, and be of the 
same mind with that concerning your eternal state. 

Do not say as some generally do, If I am elected I 
shall be regenerated and saved at last; so putting off 
all from yourselves upon God’s decrees, as if they left 
no room for your duty; as if the decree of election had 
no determining influence upon your wills, to bring 
forth what is decreed, in a way agreeable to your ra- 
tional nature, by inclining you to the free use of all 
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means appointed by God in order to your salvation. 
Whereas you say, If you are elected you shall be rege- 
nerated and saved: pray follow that thought home, 
pursue it a little further, bring it to an issue; do not 

stop in the midst of a thought, in the midst of your 
reasoning’s, but come to some conclusion. 

If I am elected, I shall be regenerated, &c. ButI am 
not regenerated, therefore I am at present in a state of 
wrath, and, for aught appears yet in me, I may be ina 
state of reprobation. And is this a state to be rested 
in? Do you make so light of it? Can you eat, and 
drink, and sleep so securely under it? Methinks your 
own hypothesis should lead you, whether you will or 
no, to some consideration of that dreadful conclusion 
which may follow upon it; since God has commanded 
you to ‘make your calling and election sure,” and 
shewed you how you may doit. Since your present 
comfort and future happiness depends upon the proof 
of your election, how should you long to see this sure 
and infallible evidence of it in your regeneration ! 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE MEANS OF REGENERATION. 


I nave already spoken of the principal efficient cause 
of regeneration, under the first head; I am now to speak 
of the instrumental cause, or outward means of regene- 
ration, viz., The word preached,.as appears by the 
following Scriptures: ‘“ Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever,”’ 1 Pet. i. 23; where 
regeneration is plainly ascribed to the word. ‘Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures,’’ 
James i.18. God is said to beget us with “ the word 
of truth.”? ‘For in Christ Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel,’? 1 Cor. iv. 15. Paul is said to 
have begotten the Corinthians through the gospel, or 
by the word of God, which is able to save our souls, 
These Scriptures are an_undeniable proof of these two 
things :—1. That there is a virtue and power in the 
word, to work a change of heart and nature in those 
that hear it. 2. That this virtue and power is from 
God: whensoever his Spirit concurs with it, it becomes 
effectual for our regeneration. I shall give you some 
reasons, or rather some further illustrations of this 
truth, from the Scriptures; we must say nothing of the 
word, but what we have from the word, and what falls 
in with the experience of all Christians, who live in 
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any observation of the way of the Spirit of God, in 
turning their hearts to himself. I shall make out this 
in sundry particulars: 

1. The word is a proper medium for the invisible 
God to work by; we cannot behold his face, because 
he is invisible in his essence; but we may hear his 
voice when he speaks to us in our own language. God 
never acts more like a God, like a Creator, than when 
he works by his word. “‘ He says,” and it is done, “let 
there be light, and there was light :’’ «« Lazarus, come 
forth,’’ and immediately a resurrection follows. He can 
work as easily as speak; his word is operative. God 
chooses to work by his word, that he may appear to do 
all by himself. As a Creator, he has nothing else to 
work by. Thus he brings all things out of nothing. 
He that is the everlasting I am makes that which is 
not, to be and exist. The essence and being of all 
things that are made, flow from the Lord Jehovah, the 
fountain of ail being. 

2. The written word is the most suitable means for 
God to make use of in all his dealings with his reason- 
able creature man, Speech is proper to man; he only 
of all creatures has ears to hear and understand words. 
As men communicate their thoughts one to another by 
words, so does God communicate his sense to us by 
words; he puts his sense into our words, adapting 
them to divine mysteries, and thereby drawing them 
up to a higher signification than the wit of man can 
reach unto, The word is a very proper means for God 
to work upon man by, because it is fully expressive of 
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the mind of God: and when the Spirit is given from 
above, we shall have a right understanding of it. Asa 
natural man cannot know the things of God in the 
word, without the Spirit, so neither can a spiritual man 
in this world know them without the word. We cannot 
come nearer to God now than the word brings us, 
3rdly. The word is the exemplar or pattern of the 
image of God, which is drawn upon the face of the new 
creature ; plainly representing it to us inall its spiritual 
features. We have it before us as in a table, that we 
may often examine ourselves by it, and see how we an- 
swer to that character which the Scripture gives of 
every renewed soul, how like or unlike we are to it. 
The word is the mould into which we are cast. The 
glory of the Lord, reflected upon us through the glass 
of the gospel, leaves its own image upon the soul. As 
to know Ged in Christ is eternal life, so to behold his 
glory with understanding is the highest glory we are 
capable of; as his righteousness makes us righteous, 
his wisdom wise, his strength makes us strong, so his 
glory let in upon the soul is our glorification. Thus 
God is all in all to the saints ; there is some appearance 
of God in every thing that is excellent in them. Their 
all is Christ in them; without him they are nothing. 
And it is by the word they are transformed into his 
likeness. What is grace but truth put into the inward 
patts—the law written in the heart, the word abiding 
in us, and turned into grace in our hearts? which is 
nothing else but a living principle of faith and holiness, 
inclining us to keep the word, which is an authentic 
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copy and transcript of the will of God to man. Where 
there is an inward man delighting in the law of God, 
we may be sure the word has been effectual in that 
soul. What is that inward man, but the new man—the 
new creature, born of the incorruptible seed of the 
word? 

4thly. The word works morally, the Spirit spiritual- 
ly; in plain English, thus: the word makes an outward 
proposal of the object; the Spirit inwardly enlightens 
the faculty, disposes the heart to receive it, As things 
of sense. are perceived by a more gross corporeal con- 
tact, so things of reason and faith are let in, in a more 
intellectual way, by mental conceptions, Of the man- 
ner in which all intelligible things, purely rational, do 
arise from sense, I shall not now speak; but it is cer- 
tain that all inward representations of things purely 
spiritual and supernatural are made to us by the Holy 
Ghost ; revealing Christ in us, and in him discovering 
to us the reality and truth of all the word speaks of. 

The word is of a persuasive strain, full of reasoning 
and arguings with man; God debates matters with us, 
he would discourse us into a right understanding of his 
will: hence so many motives and exhortations. Faith 
itself is but a persuasion, mo7s from 7e8w to persuade. 
But because the things discoursed of in the word are 
supernatural, we must be spiritually illuminated be- 
fore we can perceive them; the natural man perceives 
not the things of God. The word is but an outward 
light ; let it shine out never so brightly, in the plainest 
and fullest exposition that can be given of it, yet still 
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it is but an outward light, which our dark minds cannot 
comprehend till God enlighten them. Snuff a candle 
ever so often, a blind man will see never the better; 
but when his eyes are opened, then he can distinguish 
between the dimness and brightness of the candle. So 
it is with believers; they are ready to take in the most 
- spiritual sense of the word; it is that which they wait 
for. They know that God does open his mind further 
and further to the saints by the preaching of the gos- 
pel, which makes them so much in love with ordinances; 
and it rejoices their hearts to have any further disco- 
very of the mind of God made to them in any point of 
doetrine in which they were not so clear before, or at 
least, of which they did not take much notice before. 
It is observable how strangely the saints are affected, 
and, that on a sudden, with some old known truths, . 
which they have a long time owned and professed, but 
never found them so warm upon their hearts before— 
their hearts glow and burn within them. What is this 
but the hand of the Lord with them at such a season, 
letting in his word with power upon their souls? 

5thly. The doctrine of faith laid down 7 in the word, 
cannot be taken into the soul, but by the grace of faith ; 
no other principle will admit it. ‘“ The things of God 
knoweth no man, but by the Spirit of God,”’ 1 Cor. ii, 11. 
That this living principle of the grace of faith in the 
heart may be exactly suited to the doctrine of faith in 
the word, God has so ordered it, that one should beget 
the other, to prevent all strangeness between them, 
that they may the better fall in with each other, 
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6thly. The word, as it is the means of regeneration 
is called “the word of life.” Life is promised to the 
hearing of it. It is therefore called ‘ the word of life,” 
because it is the word of grace, in distinction from the 
first covenant, which neither expressed nor intended 
any pardoning grace to asinner. All the words of the 
Bible, from the 3rd of Genesis to the end of the Reve- 
lations, are words of grace: though there is frequent 
mention of the law, of the curse of it, of fearful denun- 
ciations of wrath against sinners; yet the end of all is 
to stir us up to accept of the grace of the gospel. 
A pure covenant of works, exclusive of all grace, is 
nowhere spoken of but in the 2nd of Genesis, where 
God places Adam under that covenant before the for-~ 
mation of Eve; ‘‘And the Lord God took the man, 
and put him into the Garden of Eden, and the Lord 
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree thou 
mayest freely eat,’’ &c. Gen. ii. 15,16. Here was 
none but God and Adam at the making of this cove- 
nant. Eve was, no doubt, afterwards informed of it 
: by her husband, as appears from Gen. iii. 2,3, where 
she repeats over that covenant to the serpent: “ And 
- the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye 
die.’ Were not the word of the gospel a word of 
grace, there would be nothing for the faith of asinner 
to lay hold on; no virtue nor power in it to beget life 
in a dead sinner. The life we have by grace differs 
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from the life Adam had at his first creation ; that came 
in with his first being; this is life from the dead, life 
given after the forfeiture of life, which is an act of 
mere grace. To raise man out of the dust of the 
earth, and to make him a living reasonable creature, 
was an act of God’s power and sovereign good plea- 
sure; but, after the fall, to give him a new life, after 
he had chosen death, and sunk himself under the 
power of it; to what can this be ascribed, but to those 
bowels of infinite compassion in God to man? He was 
not willing that man should die, but live; and there- 
fore fixes him in a state of eternal life in Christ Jesus. 
Since a creature life was so uncertain, God joins man 
to himself in one spirit, takes him into his own life, 
that he may live for ever. “ Because I live, you shall 
live,” John xiv. 19. I am resolved not to live without 
you; my delight is among the children of men. I have 
chosen you from eternity to be my associates and 
friends; to be about my throne, and to have fellowship 
with me for ever. 

7thly. There are as many instances of the power of 
the word in regeneration, as there are believers now in 
the world, who all ascribe their new birth to the di- 
vine virtue and energy of the word, set home upon 
their hearts by the Spirit of God. 


APPLICATION. 


You see your calling, brethren—what outward means 
God has appointed for your conversion ; means not put 
into your hands for you to work by, and to show your 
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own skill in turning your own hearts, but means that 
God himself will work by. The reason why so few 
are converted by the word, is, because they do not put 
their conversion upon God, and say with Ephraim, 
‘¢ Turn thou me, and IJ shall be turned.” Jer. xxxi. 18. 
It is our duty to submit to the use of means, to place 
ourselves under them, waiting for the coming down of 
the Spirit, to make the word effectual. Did we thus 
wait upon God, in a real dependance upon him, he 
would be found of us; his arm would be revealed, we 
should see more of his glory in the sanctuary. Let us 
come then with raised expectations of what God alone 
can and may do upon our hearts ; praying that he would 
give some signal testimony to the word of his grace. 
The word of God is either a certain truth, or a cun- 
ningly devised fable: if it be a fable, why do not you 
throw away your Bibles, lay aside your profession, and 
resolve never to hear another sermon? If it be a truth, 
as I doubt not you all believe it to be, why do you not 
follow it home, make something of it? It is a word 
whereby you may be saved; give God no rest, day nor 
night, till you attain that salvation. In our Saviour’s 
time, they followed him for the miracles they saw per- 
formed upon the bodies of men. The word can do as 
great miracles now upon our souls. When you are going 
to hear the word, think with yourselves, Iam now going 
to see what further change of heart God will work in 
me ; what renovation of spirit ; what further enlighten- 
ings; what fresh comforts; what further increase of 
God I may find in my inward man. Did you come in 
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expectation of these mighty works of God in and upon 
your hearts, no place would be large enough to contain 
the comers to the word, that they might have some 
experience of his mighty saving power passing upon 
their souls. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so we lift up Christ, that you may look unto 
him and be healed. You look unto men, you judge how 
much of man’s wisdom, reason, and understanding, 
there is ina sermon; but there is not that earnest look- 
ing for the power of God into salvation, as there ought 
to be. Many come with itching ears to hear some 
new notion set off with the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom ; as if the strength of human reason, by a natu- 
ral operation upon the minds of men, could lead them 
into the belief of any thing that is said in the pulpit, 
without any inward efficiency of the Spirit. But if this 
be all you look for, itis not worth your coming hither ; 
we do not pretend to any such rhetorical charms, to 
any such prevailing influence over you. You may excel 
us in acuteness of wit, quickness of apprehension ; you 
may be greater masters of reason than we are; but let 
me tell you, the right understanding of what we preach 
to you, depends neither upon your reason nor ours, but 
upon the bare testimony of God: we tell you, ‘ thus 
and thus says the Lord;’’ that is reason enough for you 
to believe, and it is the highest reason we can give for 
your belief. When you have once received any gospel 
truth by faith, you will easily, in the light of that faith, 
allow of every thing that may be rationally deduced 
from that truth, as included in it, and belonging to it, 
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though not discerned when you first believed. Here 
lies your edification, to know the extent of those gos- 
pel-principles which you first received by faith: this 
faith is the gift of God. Ministers beseech you to come 
to Christ, to repent and believe the Gospel, but it is 
‘God that turns the heart to what we persuade you. 
We call upon blind, dead, dark sinners to look unto 
Christ, but it is God that must give them eyes to see 
him: all the persuasions in the world will not cause a 
blind man to see, 

You will say, To what purpose then is all this moral 
suasion in the pulpit? 

Answer. To very good purpose, that, whilst we are 
proposing the object to you, God may take occasion to 
open the eyes of your understanding, that you may, as 
men, discern the object through the proper medium of 
Scripture language, so plainly representing it to you. 
Believers find, by daily experience, that the words of 
the Holy Ghost in Scripture being so full, so apposite 
and proper, mightily help them in understanding the 
things of God, and to this end has God given all minis- 
terial gifts, that preachers might be apt to teach, ga- 
thering up the sum and substance of the gospel in their 
sermons to the people. God has appointed this way of 
instruction, has promised to be with us to the end of 
the world, and to work effectually upon the hearts of 
men by these very means; therefore let not any despise 
them, and count them foolishness... The preaching of 
the gospel is the power of God to salvation: these 
weapons are mighty through God. As they are in our 
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hands, they signify little, if God did not fight with 
them even in our hands. We hold the weapons and 
manage them as well as we can, but the piercing edge, 
the overcoming weight, and irresistible force of thém, 
is from God: it is he that gives the blow, and does all 
the execution by them, God has in infinite wisdom 
made choice of such outward means as have least of 
man in them, that whilst we compare the weakness of 
the means according to human judgment, with the 
wonderful effects of them in our hearts, we may be 
convinced of a divine power accompanying them. 

Let us come then into these assemblies with raised 
expectations of some signal appearance of God in his 
word, for the carrying on this great work of regenera- 
tion in our souls; we should see the glory of God, and 
be convinced that he is among us of a truth. You may 
come in one spirit, go forth in another; come in one 
nature, go forth in another ; come in scoffers, go home 
believers. A plain proposal of Christ as crucified for us, 
was the means of conversion in the primitive times, and 
I am persuaded it is so still. Some may with more art, 
elegance, and learning, preach the gospel, yet there is 
nothing in all this for faith to take hold of, but the 
naked truth ; it brings nothing else into the conscience, 
but drops all the rest: what is the chaff to the wheat? 
I see nothing else required to believing, but a serious 
looking up to God in the use of means, for that anoint+ 
ing that teaches us all things. The gospel is plain 
enough in its own terms: ‘‘ He that believes shall be 
saved; he that believes not shall be damned; unless 
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you repent you shall perish.’’ What can be more 
plainly spoken? We do, as men, know the common 
notion of faith and repentance; though what faith in 
Christ Jesus is, what repentance towards God is, we 
know not: here we are at a loss, and ever shall be, till 
our heavenly Father reveals these things unto us, giv- 
ing us a true spiritual discerning of them. You have 
had a Bible a great while, but it may be, have not taken 
such notice of the contents of it as you should. Go 
home and open it once more, and say, This is the word 
of God to man, and to me in particular; why should 
I refuse him who speaks from heaven ? I will sit down, 
and consider what I have read, what I have often 
heard; you do not know what hold the word may take 
of you, what impressions it may make upon you; it 
may fill your hearts with such serious thoughts of God 
and eternity, as you never had before. And, let me 
tell you, if ever you be born again, it must be under 
the power of such thoughts, kept up and impregnated 
in your hearts. Whilst you are thus musing the fire 
will burn, and the work will be done; you will find a 
real turning ef the heart to Christ, which is the obe- 
dience of faith, that every new-born soul yields to the 
call of Christ in the gospel. 

It isa harder matter to convert professors now to the 
power of the gospel, than it was to convert the heathen 
world at first to the profession of it. Then profession 
and power went together; now they are unhappily se- 
parated ; men hide themselves under a national profes- 
sion, without any strict inquiries after their personal 
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interest in Christ. They came out of heathenism, one 
by one, into the power of religion : but now an here- 
ditary profession of religion is come upon them, they 
know not well how ; they have Abraham to their father. 
Born of Christian parents, and baptized, this is all the 
account they can give of themselves and their profes- 
sion: here religion sticks, and here I am persuaded it 
will stick; until God by a special dispensation of his 
Spirit suited to the formality of this professing age, 
sends out ministers, by a special mission, to awaken 
such who have only a name to live, but are indeed 
dead. When the gospel was first preached to the 
heathen world, they knew they worshipped gods of 
their own making, they knew they were unbelievers, 
and enemies to Christ and the gospel; but we preach 
the gospel now to those who profess they worship the 
true God, profess faith in Christ, and love to Christ. 
They profess themselves to be all that already to which 
we exhort them. Therefore, how should we pray that 
God would pour out more of his Spirit upon his holy 
prophets, and send them forth under a fresh anointing, 
that they may convince the constant hearers of the 
word, that something more is required to the salvation 
of their souls than an outward profession of relig‘ion : 
and what that something else is, we are all concerned 
to inquire after. 

We must not flatter those who have lived lone under 
the means of grace in an unregenerate state; but 
plainly tell them to their faces, that they have already 
outlived the most probable means of their own conver- 
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sion: there is yet a possibility of it. God calls some at 
the eleventh hour; and if it be that time of day with 
any that hear me this morning, and the hour of conver- 
sion not yet come, let them wait upon God with tremb- 
ling, for that blessed moment wherein his arm may be 
revealed upon their hearts, before they have quite done 
hearing, and quite done living in this world.° If God do 
them good, it must be by the preaching of the word, 
which is the power of God unto salvation, to all that 
believe. 

As the word is the means of regeneration; so of all 
subsequent edification, and growth in grace. If you 
want comfort, more strength against corruptions, more 
communion with God, the word is of excellent use to 
you in all these cases: “It is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”’ 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


THE MANNER OF REGENERATION——HOW IT IS BEGUN AND 
CARRIED ON IN THE SOUL. 


Here lies*the greatest difficulty of all—-the similitude 
by which the manner of regeneration is set forth. The 
8th verse shews us that it is incomprehensible, and not 
to be understood ; ‘* The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” Therefore you may 
wonder why I undertake to speak of it. ‘Truly, the 
whole gospel is a mystery, and all the chief points of 
the gospel are deep mysteries; they not only surpass 
our human understanding as men, but, as to a perfect 
apprehension of them, they pass the understanding of 
all Christians in this world. Yet these things must be 
studied by all’ saints, they must be preached by all mi- 
nisters. Though we prophesy but in part, and know 
but in part, yet who can tell but God may reveal to us 
the unknown parts of these known truths of which we 
have some understanding already? This is a visible 
edification—a further increase of light, a further dis- 
cerning of the truth as it isin Jesus. As ‘“ the wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whi- 
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ther it goeth;’’ as no man knows the certain point 


to which it will turn, till it be turned; so is every one 
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that is born of God,—so to others, not altogether so 
to himself. So to a natural man, who perceiveth not 
the deep things of God; but not so to the spiritual 
man, who judgeth all things. So to others, who are 
not privy to the inward workings of the Spirit upon 
his heart; not to himself, who may understand some- 
thing of what is done in him, and upon him, if he dili- 
gently commune with his own spirit. He that hath 
the ‘white stone’? knows the “new name’’ that is 
written in it. . 

fegeneration is a supernatural work, but the effects 
of it are sensible. egeneration is a great mystery; 
we may be at a loss in tracing the footsteps of the Holy 
Ghost throughout this work. You must not expect 
rational demonstrations, but sensible experiences ; and 
so far as any thing I shall say may fall under that 
head, I know you will follow me; if it happen other- 
wise, pray take better aim by your own light that may 
exceed mine, and judge for yourselves—I impose no- 
thing on you. The manner of regeneration is not the 
same in all who are regenerated, though the thing 
itself, when done, be the same in all. 

Elect infants, who die in their infancy, are regenerated 
after one manner, and adult persons after another. 
The difference lies here: the regeneration of elect in- 
fants is the sole immediate act of the Spirit of God, 
without the word. It is indeed according to the word, 
and pursuant to the covenant and promise made to 
Abraham, that God would be his God, and the God of 
his seed; but it is not by the word, because infants 
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are subjects naturally incapable of being wrought upon 
that way. You cannot expect I should look further 
into this great secret; it belongs to God only, and not 
to man, to know this. Therefore in my following dis- 
course I shall confine myself to regeneration of adult 
persons, and consider the manner of that, as the Scrip- 
ture has revealed it. I describe it thus in general : 
it is wrought by the Spirit of God, as the principal 
efficient cause; not without the word, but by the word, 
as the instrumental cause, or outward means of rege- 
neration. 

Before I enter upon this, let me put this question, 
-which I will propose without any positive solution ; only 
I will-suggest to you my thoughts, and leave the matter 
to your further consideration. The question is this, viz. 
Whether any who live till they come to the use of reason, 
are converted or regenerated before they come to the 
use of reason, after the manner of elect infants dying in 
infancy? I dare not deny but it may be so, because of 
some Scriptures that seem to tend that way. John the 
Baptist (Luke i. 15) is said to have been filled with 
the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb; Jeremiah, to 
be sanctified from the womb, “ Before I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee; and I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations.”” Jer.i.5. Though these 
texts are capable of another construction, it is evident 
that Paul distinguishes his separation, or sanctification, 
from the womb, unto office, from his effectual calling 
by grace in conversion. But admitting this, that some 
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now living may have been regenerated in their infancy, 
before they come to the use of reason; yet this I may say, 
that such persons, when grown up, must needs be but 
little acquainted with the manner of their regeneration, 
because it was done before they knewit. Nothing can 
fall under their observation but the effects of it, mani- 
fested in their lives; how it was at first wrought, is too 
hard a question to put to such a person. 

[ will venture to say this, that I conceive it is usu- 
ally otherwise, viz. that those who live till they come 
to the use of reason, are not ordinarily converted be- 
fore they come to the use of reason. 

Because God loves to be understood by us in all the 
acts of his kindness towards us, therefore he will have 
some part of the known history of our lives to be a 
standing witness to us of our former unregenerate 
state. ‘“ Such were some of you,’ 1Cor. vi. 11. “ I was 
before a blasphemer, a persecutor; but I obtained 
mercy.” ] Tim.i.18. He had undeniable proof and 
evidence of this in his own experience, and within his 
own remembrance; which made him so much admire 
the free grace of God towards him, that put sucha 
difference between him and others, and between him 
and himself, heretofore and now. So that, as the mat- 
ter rests, I am only to inquire concerning the regene- 
ration of adult persons, and to show the manner of that. 
My text leads me to speak of such who are come to the 
years of discretion and understanding, as Nicodemus 
was; my ministry leads me to it, being sent to preach 
to such—my auditory consists of such; and therefore 
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I shall apply myself to you, and every one of you, about 
the manner of your regeneration. 

Among grown persons, if you take the day of con- 
version more extensively, as the Scripture often does, 
for the day of their lives, for the day of their outward 
calling—generally termed the day of grace, ¢.e. of 
outward grace—they all agree in the day of their con- 
version. They are brought home to Christ within that 
time, or never; though they do not all come in at the 
same hour of the day: but more of this by and by, when 
I come to speak of the time of our regeneration, which 
(to avoid all coincidence of matter) I shall compre- 
hend under this head of the manner of regeneration ; 
into which the Scripture gives us some light, that we 
may know something of it. 


THE MANNER OF REGENERATION. 


Ist. That a marvellous work is wrought in us, and 
upon us. We see a great difference between what we 
now are, and what we formerly were, even in our own 
remembrance—‘ Whereas I was blind, now I see,” 
John ix. 25. “Such were some of you, but you are 
washed,” 1 Cor. vi. 11. ‘‘ For we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another,’’ Tit. iii. 3. ““ Remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,”...‘ but 
now, in Christ Jesus,” Ephes. ii. 11, 13. ‘ Called out 
of darkness into his marvellous light,” 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
This is something of the manner of regeneration, which 
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all saints have some experience of. The change is so 
great, so universal, in every part and faculty of the 
soul—* All things are become new,” 2 Cor. v. 17— 
that it cannot be altogether hid from a reflecting Chris- 
tian; he cannot resolve the cause and reason of it into 
any thing but the power of God: it is his doing, won- 
derful in our eyes. He that is born of God knows and 
loves him that begat him, and naturally cries ‘* Abba, 
Father,” 1 John v. 1, Rom. viii. 15, from the spirit of 
adoption received in regeneration. Being born of the 
Spirit, he breathes and prays in the Spirit ever after: 
his heart is instructed and quickened by the Spirit to 
call God Father. ‘The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God,’ 
Rom, viii. 16. ‘“ And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father,”’ Gal. iv. 6. 

2ndly. Regeneration not only shows the wide difference 
between the two states, the regenerate and unregene- 
rate state ; but it comes in a different manner upon the 
regenerate themselves. I say a different manner ; for 
there is no difference in the nature of the thing itself ; 
that is the same in substance, essence, and principle, in 
_all who are regenerate : yet there are some circum- 
stances attending regeneration some times, wherein one 
regenerate person may greatly differ from another, 
even in the first moment of regeneration; e.g. Some 
may be regenerated and converted into higher degrees 
of grace in the first moment of their conversion than 
others (though as truly regenerate as they) may attain 
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toall their days. All in regeneration do receive one and 
the same spirit of grace, but not in the same measure. 
Paul was converted into an eminence in grace ; he was 
never a babe in Christ, but was born a strong man in 
Christ the very first moment of his conversion. God 
had present use of Paul; he had designed him for emi- 
nent service, upon which he was immediately to enter ; 
and therefore God furnishes him accordingly. Let 
not weak saints question the truth of their regeneration, 
because they are not immediately raised up to such 
degrees of actual grace as they see in others. 

Another reason I conceive of this difference between 
saint and saint, in their first conversion, may arise from 
the different circumstances in which grace finds them ; 
in respect, 1, Of their years; 2, Of their temptations; 
3, Of their employments and callings. 

Ist. In respect of their years. Some may be rege- 
nerated in their infancy, as was at first granted; they 
are capable only of habitual faith, of the seed and prin- 
ciple of grace. A man is no further capable of grace 
than he is of reason; it is reason that makes a mana 
subject naturally capable of grace, and grace usually 
comes in in a degree proportioned to the strength of 
our rational faculties. Where there is but a principle 
of reason, there may be a principle of grace brought 
into that soul; and where there is an actual understand- 
ing, there may be an actual faith proportionate to our 
actual understandings. I shall not speak of infants, 
who are but habitually rational, and therefore can be 
but habitually gracious. But I shall begin with those 
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who are next to infants, newly come to the use of rea- 
son: some are more early converts than others. Mr. 
Cotton, in his Exposition of 1 John ii. 13, (“I write 
unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is 
from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, 
because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write 
unto you, little children, because ye have known the 
Father,’’) says that children may act grace as 
soon as they act reason; may be made to know their 
Heavenly Father as soon as they do their natural pa- 
rents. This is early indeed, yet I doubt not but it may 
be so: only let me make this observation by the way, 
viz. : 

Observe, The nearer our second birth lies to our first, 
the more undiscernible it is. In its first rise and origi- 
nal, here grace seems to grow up with nature; ‘ How- 
beit that is not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural, and afterwards that which is spiritual,” 1 Cor. 
xv. 46. The apostle applies it to the resurrection of 
the body, and I may as fitly apply it to the spiritual 
resurrection of the soul in regeneration; so that you 
see the new creature is still the youngest man, if com- 
pared to the old man, The new creature is of a later 
extraction, an after-birth, or a second birth. “But 
every man in his own order,” ver. 23. Should grace 
come in with our first being, the first introduction of 

-it could not be called regeneration, 

God does proportion his gifts of actual and efficacious 
grace, according to the strength and ripeness of our 
active faculties. Though all converts have the same 
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principle of grace, yet the younger sort, in their tender 
years, are not capable of acting so distinctly as others 
may, who are of full age, and have their senses better 
exercised by reason of use. It is said of John that‘ the 
child grew and waxed strong in the spirit,” Luke ii. 
40,52. So of Christ himself; though he was filled with 
internal habitual grace at his first conception ; yet pro- 
portionably to his age his grace did actually and more 
powerfully manifest itself. So it is with all young 
Christians; grace, in the active part of it, keeps pace 
with nature, and does not offer violence to it; grace 
may elevate and quicken our rational faculties, and 
bring them sooner to maturity ; but it always takes our 
understanding and will along with it, in every act we 
put forth. Faith is a rational grace, an understanding 
grace, a wise grace; there is much of the strength of 
a man’s rational soul goes out in every act of faith. 
Though faith be above reason, yet faith can give a 
reason, why we should believe things above reason ; and 
so one way or other, faith doth deal with man’s reason, 
even when it lifts up man above reason. This may be 
one ground of the different degrees of actual grace 
among some at their first conversion; I say actual 
grace, because that only is capable of degrees. A 
principle of grace is the same in all, but variously ex- 
ercised, either according to the natural capacity of the 
subject, or the efficacious assistance of the Spirit; fore 
let our rational faculties be ever so quick and strong, 
they cannot carry out a child of God, much less others, 
to the least act of faith, without the help of the Spirit. 
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2ndly. In respect of their temptations. To those who 
have been exercised with strong temptations, borne 
down by the power of strong corruptions; when con- 
verting grace comes, it comes with an actual strength, 
proportionable to the actual resistance that it is likely 
to meet with; so puHing down the strongest holds of 
Satan. Habitual grace infused at our first conversion, 
is the seed of God. The Spirit sends home the word, 
and causes a spiritual conception in the heart; raises 
up the living image of the living God in the soul of a 
dead sinner. This immortal seed, or eternal principle 
of grace, has the strength of Christ in it, and is able 
to cope with original corruption. But when it opposes 
strong acts of sin in those who have been accustomed 
to do evil; and, by their frequent practice, sin with a 
stronger hand than ordifiary; in this case, a principle 
of grace must be drawn out into acts of a propor- 
tionable strength to these mighty acts of sin, to put a 
stop to them for the future, and to turn the sinner 
from them. God said to Paul, ‘*‘ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness,”’ 
2 Cor. xii.9. The power of Christ did rest upon him. 
That degree of grace may prevail over one sinner, 
which may not so soon prevail over another. I speak 
in respect of acquired habits or acts of sin, which har- 
dens the heart the more; besides, the devil does not 
always make the like furious assaults upon all. God 
knows how to suit the dispensations of his grace to the 
present necessities of the soul. The further a disease 
spreads, the deeper root it takes in the body, requires 
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stronger physic, and more effectual remedies, to remove 
it. So itis with the soul; and Christ the great phy- 
sician applies himself accordingly, with a sufficiency 
of actual effectual grace. As he took notice how many 
years the daughter of Abraham (Luke xiii. 11, 16.) 
had been bowed down, and bound by Satan; so he 
observes what power the devil has got over such or 
such asoul. If his name be Legion, Christ will cast 
him out; ‘‘ being able to save to the uttermost.’’ Christ 
manifests more power, in comparison, to save some sin- 
ners than others. There is, in this respect, a greater 
difficulty in saving some than others. ‘* How hard is it 
for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom 
of God !”? mws dvcxoroy eon. Mark x. 24, It signifies one 
who has a nauseating stomach, a narrow swallow; he 
strains at every thing, nothing will eo down with him. 
You may as soon draw a camel through the eye of a 
needle, as bring a rich man to heaven: but with God 
all things are possible. God is here brought as acting 
according to the utmost possibility of his power in 
saving arich man. This may be another reason why 
some are regenerated intoa higher degree of grace 
and spiritual strength, than may be found in some 
others: all have the same habit of grace in the prin- 
ciple, all have a sufficiency of actual grace, but all 
have not the same measure, neither is it needful they 
should; and so, comparatively, one saint may be 
stronger or weaker than another, in the first moment 
of regeneration. 
3rdly. In respect of their employments and callings, 
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which may render them capable of higher service for 
God in the world, than others may be called unto. I 
instanced in Paul before, so I may in magistrates and 
ministers now. God in conversion gives them grace 
suitable to their stations and callings in the world. 
Saul, when anointed king, was turned into another 
man. ‘Though that was but a civil conversion, yet it 
holds true in saving conversion. Also, the Spirit of 
God divides to every man severally as he will; and 
sets the members, every one of them, in their proper 
place, “in the body,” 1 Cor. xii. 18, under their pro- 
per peculiar gifts and qualifications, that may render 
them useful to each other. The head cannot say to the 
feet, I have no need of you; yet the head is the most 
honourable part of the body: and you should covet 
earnestly the best gifts. There is a gradual difference 
in the gifts and graces of the saints, according to the 
several offices they bear in the body of Christ—as eyes, 
hands, feet—and according to the several opportunities 
that Providence puts into their hands of serving the 
interest of Christ in their generation. 

Thus much of the manner of regeneration in a more 
general way. ) 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


MANNER OF REGENERATION, WITH PECULIAR RESPECT TO 
THE GOSPEL. 


T satu now speak of the manner of regeneration, with 
a peculiar respect to tle gospel notion and nature of 
regeneration, as it consists in the soul’s ingrafture into 
Christ, by a vital union to him through faith—Christ 
being the proper fountain of that new life which we 
derive from him in regeneration, and which is ever after 
maintained by him in all his true members, abiding 
under the quickening influences of Christ their living 
head. 

The particular manner of regeneration, in this gospel 
notion of it, will further appear in the right stating of 
the following question, viz. : 

Question. Whether the first step in regeneration be 
from sin to holiness, or from a sinful state and nature to 
Christ, that we may be made holy by him? 

I affirm the latter. There can be nochange made in 
our nature by the spirit of Christ in our sanctification, 
but upon a change of state from our closing in with the 
blood of Christ for justification. The spirit of Christ 
doth always follow the blood of Christ; it is the pur- 
chase of that blood: so that the sanctifying Spirit of 
Christ extends himself, in all his saving operations, no 
further than the body of Christ. None but members 
vitally joined to Christ their head, can be quickened 
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by him; therefore no man or woman can be savingly 
wrought upon by the Spirit of Christ, who continue in 
a state of separation from him. 

I grant that many changes may be wrought in a mere 
natural man, which amount to no more than a moral 
reformation, and all lie within the verge of an unre- 
generate state. 

Were there no more in regeneration or conversion, 
than a turning from sin to holiness, than a change of 
life and manners, arising, as some would have it, from 
that general sufficient grace purchased for all, and 
which we may make effectual] when we please ; it would 
put regeneration and conversion into man’s power. 
But regeneration implies more than all this amounts to ; 
not only a change of life and manners, but of nature 
and principle. We must first fix the principle, before 
we talk of doing. We may as well perform the actions 
of aliving man without life, as act like Christians with- 
out Christ. Christ is our life—a quickening spirit in 
all his members, 

Therefore I state the matter thus, viz.: 

That the first step in regeneration is from a sinful 
state and nature to Christ. Or thus, 

Regeneration is the implantation of the soul into 
Christ—union to Christ. Or thus, 

Saving conversion, in the right gospel notion of it, 
is conversion to Christ, It is true, a turning from sin 
to holiness is the effect or consequence of regeneration ; 
but it is not the thing itself. The tree must be made 
good, before it can bring forth good fruit. So that 
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regeneration lies chiefly in our incorporation into Christ. 
Till we are joined to the second Adam, we are and 
shall be actuated by that corrupt nature which we de- 
rived from the first Adam. There were but two public 
men in the world, and all men do take after one or 
other of them; either after the first Adam, or after 
the second Adam: they are the two great stan- 
dards. | 

I will shew that this is the right scriptural notion of 
regeneration and conversion. To this end is Christ 
preached: “ But we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolish- 
ness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.’’ 1 Cor. i. 23,24. “For there is none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved,’’ Acts iv. 12, This name must be pub- 
lished, Acts ix. 15. Regeneration, or our first conver- 
sion; what is it but a revealing of Christ inus? “To 
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the heathen,” Gal.i.16. Drawing unto Christ, “No 
man can come to me, except the Father, which hath 
sent me, draw him: and I will raise him up at the last 
day.” John vi. 44. Receiving Christ, “ He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not,’ John i. 11. 
Following Christ, «* And he saith unto him, Follow me. 
And he arose and followed him.” Matt. ix. 9. It was 
Christ to whom they came over in conversion. Hence 
those phrases of our being in Christ, and Christ’s being 
in us, living in us: “I am crucified with Christ: ne- 
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vertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me,” Gal, ii. 20. Formed in us, “My little 
children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ 
be formed in you.” Gal. iv. 19. Put on by us, “ For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ.’’ Gal. iii. 27.“ For he is the minister 
of God to thee for gocd. But if thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: 
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil.”? Rom. xiii. 4, 

Thus you see how the new creature, or the regene- 
rate person, has his life, being, and whole subsistence, 
in and from Christ. ‘If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature,” 2 Cor. v.17. We are taken up so much 
with duties of evangelical obedience, that we commit a 
great error in our first step; we do not go over to 
Christ, and begin there. Thence it-is that the saints are 
called Christians, because their original is from Christ ; 
they bear his image, are acted upon by his spirit, and 
partake of his nature, 

If this new life be from Christ, what is the way of its 
derivation from Christ unto us, or how comes this vir- 
tue from Christ into our souls, that both our state and 
nature should be thus changed in him, and by him, in 
order to newness of life in our after conversation? You 
must give me leave often to put questions, why, and 
how, and which way; because I am now inquiring 
after the manner of regeneration. 
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If you ask, How life comes to be imparted from Christ 
ento the soul of a dead sinner ? 

Answer. I say, this is effected by our vital union to 
Christ. We need not wonder that such a change is 
wrought in those who are thus joined to the Lord 
in one and the same spirit; we cannot come so near 
to eternal life itself, and not be quickened by it; we 
cannot remain dead, when we thus enter into life 
itself. 

HOW THIS UNION IS EFFECTED. 

The main query is, How this union is brought about 
between Christ and our souls? 

Answer. The spirit takes hold of us, and joins us to 
Christ—producing faith in us at the same instant; by 
which we take hold of Christ, improving the grace of 
union to a real communion with Christ, “ we dwelling 
in him, and he inus,” John vi. 56. It is union to Christ 
that gives life at first,and maintains it ever after in our 
souls. We have our first quickening from this union; 
and all after increases of spiritual life are but so many 
fresh emanations from Christ, the fountain of life, flow- 
ing into our souls. Thus we have life, and have it more 
abundantly from Christ. 

I shall prove this union between Christ and believers, 
as it is productive of life itself in its first vital princi- 
ple, and also as it is the cause of all after-growth in 
grace, proceeding from the higher and more vigorous 
operations of this life, raised and kindled in the soul by 
the enlivening influences of the eternal Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus. In both these respects, as it causes 
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and continues life in the saints, is this mystical union 
between Christ and believers, spoken of in the scrip- 
tures: ‘“ The glory which thou gavest me, I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in 
them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
Father, I will that they also whom thou hast given me 
be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world.’? John xvii. 
22, 23, 24. The glory that was given to the Man 
Christ sprang from the union of the human nature to 
the divine. Next to this is the mystical union between 
Christ and believers. The enlivening influences of 
this union are set forth by an incorporation—by an in- 
grafture. 

The ministry of the word is one of the outward 
means of bringing about this union; making a ten- 
der of Christ to us, and calling upon us to receive 
him. Ministers are the instrumental cause of this near 
conjunction between Christ and believers—‘ They are 
the friends of the bridegroom,” John iii. 29, who give 
the saints in marriage unto Christ. “I have espoused 
you to one husband,”’ 2 Cor, xi.2. You see how the 
scripture variously sets forth our union to Christ, who 
is our life. Regeneration is the beginning of this new 
life and nature in the saints, which shews itself, more 
or less, after an inward effectual call. We know it is 
God the Father’s voice, who so calls us, because a spi- 
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ritof wisdom and revelation accompanies it, powerfully 
enlightening our minds. 
BLESSEDNESS OF UNION TO CHRIST. 

By our union to Christ, we stand in a spiritual rela- 
tion to him, as his brethren, spouse, and members: 
and this spiritual relation to him gives us a right to all 
that he hath purchased for us—‘ he that hath the Son 
hath life,’ John v.12. We have an interest in his 
righteousness ; it is ours by imputation. We being his, 
his righteousness becomes ours ; we cannot have Christ 
without his righteousness, which, in the infinite merit 
of it, extends to all believers—< Even the righteous- 
ness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all 
and upon all them that believe; for there is no dif- 
ference.” Rom. iii. 22. Thus we are made the 
‘righteousness of God in him,’’ 2 Cor. v.21. Christ 
takes hold of us by his Spirit, and, by so doing, enables 
us to take hold of him, by faith of his own operation in 
us, Such a regeneration, such a conversion, as this, de- 
rives from him a principle of spiritual life, by which we 
are carried out to all good works—* For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them,’’, Ephes: ii. 10. 


MANNER OF OUR UNION TO CHRIST. 


I shall further explain the manner of our union to 
Christ. 

Christ took our nature upon him, without the sin that 
cleaves to it inus, This was done by a miraculous con- 


OF REGENERATION. 97 


ception. When Christ took our nature, his eye was 
upon the persons of the elect. The hypostatical union 
of the divine and human nature in the person of Christ, 
was in order to the spiritual union of our persons to 
the person of Christ. Christ took our nature, abstracted 
from our persons, and consequently without sin super- 
induced upon it by Adam’s fall. The person corrupted 
the nature in the first Adam, not the nature the person, 
as it now does. 

Question. Though Christ have taken our nature 
upon him without sin, yet how can we maintain this 
union and communion between Christ and our persons, 
in whom there is so much sin? 

Answer 1. Christ joins himself to nothing but the 
new creature—holds communion with nothing else in 
the saints. ‘ Light has no communion with darkness, 
nor Christ with Belial.” Nay, he does not so much 
hold communion with us, as he takes us into communion 
with himself. 

2. This communion between Christ and believers is 
carried on and managed on both sides by the Holy 
Spirit, and therefore must needs be a hely communion. 

3. The design of Christ in uniting us to himself, is 
to cleanse us from all sin, to purge them quite out, and 
to sanctify us wholly in body, mind, and spirit. The 
Spirit of Christ is a Spirit of burning ; it consumes by 
degrees all that is contrary to itself in our persons, and 
will at last make us exactly conformable to himself : 
we shall bear-the image of the heavenly Adam, and 
take after the perfect human nature of Christ, 7. ¢, 

Ed 
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human nature in us, though it is now corrupted; yet, 
when regeneration has had its perfect work upon us, it 
shall, even in our persons, be reduced to such rectitude, 
harmony, and perfection, as it is now in the Man 
Christ; then we shall be men indeed, glorious men 
and women, when we have derived our human nature 
from Christ in all its perfections, and under that divine 
tincture which the hypostatical union gives it in Christ. 

In regeneration we pass over (by faith) both body and 
soul unto Christ Jesus. Some present effects of this 
we see in our souls now: and when “ our vile bodies 
shall be made like unto his glorious body,”. we shall to 
eternity bless God, who has taken us out of the first 
Adam, and put us into the Second. 

This spiritual union of believers to the divine person 
of Christ, makes a living impression of godliness upon 
their human persons, which causes them to grow up 
daily into a further conformity to the image of Christ, 
as God-man, till they come to the stature of perfection 
in him, resembling him in both his natures; in the 
perfection of his and our human nature in him; and 
in such a spiritual participation of his divine nature as 
creatures are capable of. And standing in this mystical 
union to the divine person of Christ, “they behold his 
glory, as the glory of the only-begotten Son of God;” 
it shines out upon them in heaven, to all eternity, and 
lifts them up to the highest communion with God, of 
which creatures are capable: and this is their glorifi- 
cation. Thus I have led you from the first step in 
regeneration. to the last, that you may see the blessed 
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tendency of so great a work, begun here in this world, 
and completed in the next. 

I told you, that regeneration is initially and seminally 
all that belongs to a state of grace, aye, and of glory 
too; therefore I may dilate in any thing that lies 
within the compass of a state of grace—whether adop- 
tion, vocation, union to Christ, justification, sanctifica- 
tion—and not recede from the subject I am upon 
concerning regeneration ; for all these do nearly concern 
it, and lie close about it. 

Some would suppose our union to Christ and, con- 
sequently by virtue of that, our justification by Christ, 
to be before actual faith, even in adult persons, and 
consequently without it. They insist upon a priority in 
nature and time, and build positions upon that distinc- 
tion that will not hold good. They who speak with 
the learned, must understand with the learned, and use 
their terms in their own sense, They do not suppose 
this priority or posteriority to be-in the things them- 
selves, but only in our manner of conception ; we first 
apprehend one, and then another. Though we may ap- 
prehend one thing without another, or before another, 
it does not follow that those things are really without 
or before each other. Things that cannot be separated, 
may by a precise act of the understanding be distin- 
guished; but these signa or momenta rationis, (pro- 
cesses of reasoning,) that men of art make use of to 
guide their thoughts, are too great subtleties for vulgar 
heads to meddle with. It may be you do not reach me 
in what I am now saying, and it matters not whethe 
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you do or no; it renders the argument so much the 
stronger against the use of such scholastic terms in 
divinity. I am casting them out, and dissuading you 
from mingling vain philosophy and science, falsely so 
called, with the mysteries of faith, which are best un- 
derstood in their own native simplicity, as they are 
delivered to us in plain Scripture-language. They 
who hold justification before faith, are afraid lest they 
should be betrayed into a justification by works, if 
they should hold otherwise ; and therefore choose rather 
to plead for a justification before faith, and without — 
faith, lest they should seem to be justified by any thing 
in and from themselves. But how contrary is this to 
Scripture, “He that believeth not, is condemned,” 

John ili. 18. But,‘ he that believeth notis bad iars 
is no Where written in the word of God. 

They will admit of habitual faith, but are afraid of 
actual faith, lest that should encroach too much upon 
free grace, and lessen that; for, say they, an act of 
faith is man’s act; and nothing that is so, must have 
any place in justification, 

ist. I answer, Is not a habit of faith a man’s 
habit? Is it not infused by God into man, and 
placed in man? Is not man the subject of this habit? 
But this is wrought by God. And is not every act of 
faith wrought by God in the soul of a believer? I see 
no more danger in allowing actual faith than habitual. 

2ndly. We must distinguish between an act of faith, 
and works of faith; works of faith are not faith, but 
the effect and fruits of faith. An apple is not the tree, 
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but something growing out of it, and upon it, as distinct 
from it; but an act of faith, is faith itself; itis faith 
reduced to act, or actual faith. It is true, an act of 
faith is man’s act, deriving all its virtue, efficacy, and 
signification, from Christ the object; but it is not pro- 
perly a work, but faith itself; so that I see no danger 
of running into justification by works, by asserting jus- 
tification by faith. 

Srdly. As an act of faith is not properly a work, in 
the legal notion of works, it is not within the covenant 
of works. Is it anywhere contained there, that we 
should act our faith upon Christ, for the free pardon 
of sin? Besides, the Scripture expressly denies faith 
to be a work in this sense. ‘ To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness,” Rom, iv. 5; 
therefore, believing is not working for justification. 

4thly. An act of faith is the only act of a man, that 
entirely falls in with the free grace of God: ‘“ There- 
fore it is of faith that it might be by grace,’’ Rom. iv, 16. 
An act of faith is a receiving act; it brings nothing of 
our own to Christ, but an empty hand, receiving all 
from him, ascribing all to him, excluding all manner of 
boasting. How can such an act of faith interfere with 
our free justification ? 

5thly. We say that the ro credere, or faith as our 
act, justifies no man, though we allow the instrumen- 
tality of it in justification, as that by which we appre- 
hend the object, Jesus Christ, by whom alone we are 
justified. When we say we are justified by faith, we 
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mean no more than this, that we are justified by Christ 
received and applied. Does it therefore follow, we are 
not justified by Christ alone? 

Did we well consider the nature of faith in its prin- 
ciple and relative essence, and also in its manner of 
acting, we should better understand the matter, and 
clearly see that faith excludes all works, even its own 
act, from justification. Though it be itself the act of 
aman, wrought in him by God; yet it is an act so sub- 
servient to free grace, so entirely falling in with it, 
that it does not in the least derogate from it; but de- 
clares to all the world that Christ is the sinner’s only 
righteousness, and leaves him relying upon Christ alone 
for his justification. This is the meaning, this is the 
sense of an act of faith. Novel expressions are apt to 
beget strange novel opinions, and therefore we should 
beware of them. Faith well exercised upon Christ, will 
never injure the free grace of God. Why should we 
run up our regeneration and justification into such un- 
known beginnings before faith, which we can give no 
account of to ourselves or others, before we believe ? 
I see not of what use this is, to soar beyond the know- 
ledge and experience of all Christians. Let us not be 
wise above what is written. 

Iam yet upon the manner of regeneration, and all 
preparatory works naturally running into the manner 
of conversion or regeneration. I shall consider them a 
little. The best way to understand the manner of 
doing a thing, is by observing all preparations made for 
it; all preludiums, or introductions, in order to it; 
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therefore it will be necessary to look a little into the 
nature of these preparatives, upon which some lay too 
great a stress, limiting the Spirit of God to their own 
unscriptural methods. An error is soon committed 
here. We may run upon the merit of congruity ere 
we are aware, if we do not hold the balance of truth 
with an even hand, keeping close to the genius and 
spirit of the gospel, in all that we say of this matter; 
which I shall reduce to the following heads, 


CHAPTER IX. 
PREPARATORY WORKS. 


1. Wuat preparatory works are? 

2. Whether there be any such certain preparatory 
works always antecedently necessary to conversion, 
what they are, and how they are all comprehended un- 
der conviction of sin? 

3. That the law is of excellent use to produce this 
preparatory conviction. 

4. That there is law enough taken into the gospel 
to do this. 

5. That the law is to be preached, but never alone 
by itself, without any mention of Gospel-grace. _ 
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6. That we must not limit the Spirit of God to such 
or such degrees of humiliation, repentance, contrition, 
or terror. 

Upon these hinges my whole discourse will turn. 
If any word or phrase I shall use be not to your 
liking, you may please yourselves with your own 
way of expression, and speak your own language. If 
we agree in principles, and understand the same thing, 
as I hope we shall, it matters not much whether we 
express it in the same manner. I shall keep to 
the method proposed, and not mingle things, unless it 
be when one particular may borrow light from another, 
and then a looser joint-discovery does best. 


1. What preparatory works are. In the sense of 
those who contend most for them, they are certain pre- 
vious dispositions wrought in the soul, in order to con- 
version, yet short of conversion itself. Here are two 
opinions about this. 

Some would have these preparatory works to be 
saving works. I grant they may be eventually, and 
are sO sometimes; but, not being always so, I see not 
how that can be called saving, under which a soul may 
eternally perish; or how any saving work can be 
wrought in any before they are in Christ. 

The second opinion, more agreeable to truth, is of 
those who call these preparatory works, yet common 
works of the Spirit, but always further carried on in 
all elect adult persons, till at last they issue in true 
conversion, Here we agree. But for those who place 
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this preparatory work in such and such certain degrees 
of humiliation and contrition, affirming that conversion 
is not ordinarily wrought any other way than by those 
legal steps, not one of which is to be abated; this needs 
some explication. That God does by his word, by his 
Spirit, by his providence, prepare all his elect for con- 
version, I no way doubt; but how this is done, whether 
God does observe the same way, manner, and method, 
in this preparatory work in all that are converted, as he 
may do in some, is not so clear to me. . 

2. Whether, according to scripture, there are any 
such certain preparatory works, always antecedently 
necessary to conversion, and what they are; how they 
are all comprehended under conviction of sin; whether 
repentance, humiliation, contrition, terror, &c. 

This conviction of sin must be pre-supposed in all 
who come to Christ for pardon: “ The whole need not 
a physician.” Here we must distinguish between ini- 
tial and complete conversion; I mean, between con- 
version begun, and conversion rising up to a sensible 
closure with Christ. Conviction of sin is always ante- 
cedent to an act of faith upon Christ, for the pardon 
of sin; at least it must be concomitant with it, else 
there can be no reason given of a sinner’s coming to 
Christ. But that such or such a degree of humiliation, 
contrition, &c. is always pre-required unto conversion, 
I cannot say. Conversion is a sudden, secret work of 
‘God upon the soul, as the wind blows. If we observe 
how the Spirit comes upon sinners where it lists—of 
all sorts and tempers, of all conditions and circum- 
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stances, drawing their hearts to Christ—we shall find 
it a hard matter to give this preparatory work any 
certain particular name. I am persuaded it is very 
various and different ; it may be not altogether the same 
in any two that are converted. Therefore, to lay downa 
preparatory work in all its circumstances, common to 
all that are converted, is very dangerous. That which 
hath occasioned this, is men’s dwelling upon a distinct 
work of the law, as a schoolmaster to Christ. Because 
the Jews of old were trained up under a legal admi- 
nistration of the gospel, therefore the whole work was 
then ascribed to the law; whereas the law was never 
separately propounded to the Jews, but always in some 
dark typical conjunction with the gospel. Though 
they did not see to the end of those things, yet these 
types, shadows, and ceremonies, had a gospel end. 
What, though there was a legal discipline in the 
Church of the Old Testament, this is no warrant for 
us to set up pure legal preaching under the New. The 
law of itself works no saving conviction of sin in any, 
further than the spirit of the gospel goes along with it. 
We may tell men their doom according to a covenant 
of works, but we are bound at the same time to preach 
Christ to them; and not leave them under the law, in 
hopes of a preparatory work that may fit them for the 
gospel. The law alone works too violently; we can- 
not stand under the terror of it. ‘For ye are not 
come unto the mount that might be touched, and that’ 
burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and 
tempest, Heb, xii. 18. “We are not called to preach 
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damnation to sinners, but repentance; Christ came not 
to condemn the world, but to save it.”?> We do indeed 
preach damnation to impenitent unbelievers, but first 
we preach repentance, which we cannot do from the 
law alone, Therefore something of the grace of the 
gospel must be mingled with the severity of the law; 
for if that alone be pressed, we may drive men to utter 
despair : I mean an absolute despair of salvation, which 
prepares none for the gospel, but quite alienates their 
minds from it, as an offer made too late. Indeed a de- 
spair of salvation by the works of the law may prepare 
for Christ, but then we must preach Christ too. I think 
we ought not, no, not for a moment, to conceal all in- 
timations of gospel grace from convinced sinners, pur- 
posely to keep them under the terrors of the law, till 
they are, as we judge, sufficiently broken and humbled. 
Some have been put into such a fright by that way of 
proceeding, that has distracted them all their days. 
Certainly a gospel ministry is the only ministry ap- 
pointed by Christ. There is law enough in that to 
bring us to the knowledge of sin. The gospel holds 
forth the danger, and the remedy too; and so must the 
preachers of the gospel. God is so far from expecting 
any preparations in man, that he calls men of all sorts ; 
which shews that conversion is not limited to any an- 
tecedent qualifications in us. 

God knows best when to begin his work in us; we 
must leave it to his infinite wisdom to choose the season 
wherein he will shew us this mercy. He that gives the 
gift, knows the fittest opportunities and moments to 
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bestow it upon us. How many are surprised with a 
sudden conversion, in a time when they looked not for 
it; when their friends and relations did little expect it ; 
when they seemed to be in a frame farthest off from it, 
breathing out cruelties and threatenings, as Paul. But 
when the time comes, according to the purpose of 
God, of their effectual calling, the work is done in an 
instant ; the heart is suddenly struck, and the sinner 
turned into another man, to the wonder of all who be- 
hold it. 

God prevents us by his grace, turning us to himself : 
sometimes in the height of our obstinacy, and when we 
are without all previous dispositions to such a conver- 
sion: “Iam sought of them that asked not for me; I 
am found of them that sought me not: I said, Behold 
me, behold me, unto anation that was not called by my 
name.’? Isa. lxv. 1. He finds a heart of stone in us, 
and turns it into a heart of flesh. Conviction of sin is 
always included in conversion; it is a part of the call 
itself. While a sinner is in his way to Christ, actually 
coming to him, he comes, every step he takes, under a 
conviction of his sin and misery, that mercy may be the 
sweeter to him. This is but as the opening of a wound, 
when a healing medicine is to be applied. Some 
wounds may he longer in opening and dressing than 
others: we must leave this to the wisdom of our hea- 
venly Physician. Conviction of sin is not only neces- 
sary to our first conversion, but to all acts of after con- 
version in the saints themselves, when they have fallen 
into any foul sin. God made David feel the burthen of 
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his sins. We must be made to know what God in jus- 
_ tice may do against us, before we come to him for sal- 
vation. ‘ Heis a just God and a Saviour.’’ Mercy is 
most acceptable when we see ourselves in misery. “I 
was brought low, and the Lord helped me,”’ says David, 
Psa. exvi. 6; cxviii, 13. 

3. The law is of excellent use to work this con- 
viction, while it is absolutely necessary to conversion. 
The law is our schoolmaster ; we are under the tuition 
of the law, but not under the dominion of the law ; nor 
at. the disposal of the law. The law is our counsellor 
and director, but not our Lord and master; it has not 
power of life and death, as formerly it had. The law 
was given after the fall to another end than it was 
before the fall. The law.was a covenant of life to 
Adam while standing, declaring the justification of a 
righteous man ; but now it is as loud in condemning 
the sinner. The law speaks to man according to the 
different state he is in, of innocency orsin. The con- 
demning voice of the law is kept up in the ears of 
sinners, to provoke them to come to Christ. The law 
was given four hundred and thirty years after the 
promise made to Abraham, and could not disannul the 
covenant of grace, but only serves as a schoolmaster 
to lead us to Christ. The great lesson we are now 
to learn is concerning Christ, faith in Christ. The law | 
serves to evince the necessity of this; the law teaches 
the same thing as the gospel, but not by the same 
argument, The latter argues from love, not from 
wrath. 
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4. There is law enough comprehended in the gospel 
to work this preparatory conviction of sin; we have 
an authentic copy of the law in the New Testament; 
it is kept there on record, in ¢errorem, “ Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them.”’ 
Gal. 111.10, &c. “« Do you not hear the law >” Gal. iv. 21. 
Thus the gospel sets life and death before us; death to 
all who are under the law, and life to those who are 
under grace. Therefore let us study the gospel, and 
study the law in the gospel. 

5. The law is to be preached, but never alone by 
itself, without any mention of gospel grace. Nothing 
purely legal can prepare a sinner for conversion; the 
law must be preached, not legally, but evangelically, 
as itis in the hand of our Mediator, who knows how 
to use it for conviction, for humiliation, and repentance. 
The law tempered with the gospel is an excellent 
means for the Spirit of Christ to work by; the law is 
now appendant to the gospel; so much of the law is 
taken into the gospel as is sufficient to produce con- 
viction, humiliation, and terror too, if need be; but 
the law alone is not to be preached; that is not in our 
commission, as we are ministers of the New Testa- 
ment. 

_ This preparatory work of which I am speaking, is 

principally ascribed to the gospel, as appears by 
John’s ministry. John the Baptist was the greatest 
legal preacher in all the New Testament, yet a true 
Gospel preacher too; viz. his special business was to 


OF REGENERATION. 111i 


carry on this preparatory work in order to conversion ; 
and how does he do this? observe his method. He 
proclaims the coming of Christ; draws. arguments 
from thence to bring them to repentance: ‘‘ Repent 
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand;’’ therefore 
repent. He calls them a generation of vipers, tells 
them of the wrath of God, and preaches the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins. He points to 
Christ, ‘ Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sins of the world :’’ that was John’s subject. Peter 
converted the Jews by preaching Christ, and remis- 
sion of sin in his name. The remedy must not be 
concealed, ‘Though Peter denounces a heavy judg- 
ment against Simon Magus; yet he lays down some 
ground of comfort, had he had grace to consi- 
der it. . 

We must keep back nothing God would have spoken 
to sinners; we must not be always affrighting your 
consciences with legal terrors. It is necessary sometimes 
to draw the sword of the law, that sinners may see their 
danger; but we must tell them also whither they 
must fly for refuge; else we preach not the gospel. 
We do not know how far the sword of the law may 
enter, how deep it may cut into the conscience of a 
convinced sinner; it may be dangerous to leave the 
wound bleeding one night, without applying some 
gospel lenitive, pouring in some oil, Our first faith 
in conversion sometimes takes more after the law, 
sometimes more after the gospel, as the Spirit sets it 
a work either for terror or comfort. We must not 
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limit the Spirit of God in one or*the other; we must 
not say such a one shall be humbled to such a degree, 
shall lie so long under terrors of conscience, before 
comfort be spoken to him. The Spirit is the best judge 
of this; and knows our frame better than we do, and 
what way of procedure is most suitable to the inward 
sense and feeling of such an one’s soul; it must be left 
to God to speak comfort or terror when and in what 
degree he pleases. 

We who are ministers, must lay down the ground of 
both in our preaching, and insist upon one or the other 
as we see occasion. But God may doas he will. Hf I 
see a broken-hearted humble sinner a little revived 
under a sense of mercy and pardon, I would not check 
his comfort, nor seek to bring him under terrors again ; 
but if I see a hardened impenitent sinner going on in 
his sins, I would lay the law before him in the most 
terrible manner I could, and show him the dreadful 
consequence of a course of sin persisted in; that the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all such 
who do not repent, and turn to God, that they may find 
mercy. We cannot preach the gospel, but we must 
refer to the law: the gospel shews how we may be 
delivered from the curse of the law, and therefore we 
must needs mention it; and I am sure we ought not to 
preach the law alone, without any discovery of gospel 
grace. 

6. We must not limit the Spirit of God in convert- 
ing sinners to such or such degrees of humiliation, 
contrition, or terror, as we think necessary ; for we are 
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“ 
not competent judges in that matter. So much con- 
trition of sin as causes a loathing of sin, a desire to 
leave it, and to obtain mercy of God in the pardon of 
it, is sufficient for conversion. God may carry on his 
humbling work further, to a higher or lower degree, 
as he thinks fit,as the present frame of our hearts may 
require. Saving conviction is the first thing in order 
belonging to conversion; but, that conviction to a de- 
gree of repentance, humiliation, and terror, should 
always be a fixed, constant, preparatory work, antece- 
dent to all beginnings of true conversion, is not so 
evident. That all true converts are convinced of their 
sin and misery by nature, I do not doubt; and, that 
the law is of excellent use to work and heighten these 
convictions, is not to be denied; and that those may be 
under mere legal convictions and terrors, who may or 
may uot be afterwards converted, is not disputed nei- 
ther. The Spirit of God may improve a common work, 
those terrors, or any other afflicting providences, to 
lead a sinner to Christ; but it does not therefore fol- 
low that such legal terrors must always go before 
conversion, any more than that such, or any such, 
awakening providences as are made use of by God to 
convert some, should necessarily befall all who are 
converted. . 
Saving gospel conviction of sin includes in it all 
that is in a mere legal conviction, with this difference, 
that, under a gospel conviction of sin, we see the folly 
as well as the danger of it, and always have an eye to 
Christ, which does alleviate the sinking, overwhelming 
F 
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terrors of a mere legal conviction alone, which is as 
the nethermost hell—a dark dungeon indeed, without 
the least aperture for any beam of gospel light to shine 
in upon a poor distressed soul, trembling under a sense 
of eternal vengeance. It is not the design of Christ 
that any so included under wrath by law, should be 
left one moment without any exhibition of gospel grace ; 
which, if they do reject and despise, God may, and does 
sometimes, judicially give them up to a final torment- 
ing despair. We cannot rationally urge upon sinners 
that which is the consequence of final unbelief, till we 
have first preached the gospel to them; and then at 
their peril be it, if they believe it not. 

Some convictions of sin, that issue in conversion, 
will be found to have their beginning with it; ¢.e. some 
convictions, that issue in a visible conversion, may 
have their beginning in an inward, latent, and yet in- 
visible conversion to us, that does not at present appear 
under that name. To our discerning, the soul may be 
in travail some time before the new creature appears; 
before we can say such or such a one is born of God. 
And yet the converting act of the Spirit of God may 
have truly passed in that soul, before it is manifest to 
us in the sensible effects of it. 

Let us not separate saving conviction from true con- 
version, and look upon it as only antecedaneous and 
preparatory to it, when indeed it is a real part of it, 
and essentially belongs to it. 

A true gospel saving conviction of sin, is a higher 
work of the Spirit of God in a regenerate soul, than a 
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mere legal conviction of sin is ina natural man, though 
it run up into ever such frights, fears, and terrors. 

There are some common lower works of the Spirit, 
that may be, and are sometimes mistaken for saving 
grace ; and there are some special saving works of the 
Spirit that, with some, go but for a common work. 

Common works are not always in the intention of 
God so much as preparatives for conversion ; it may be 
said to be finis operis, but not operantis. God not giving 
them grace to improve their legal convictions, either 
they wear off, or else they plunge them into despair. 

The law may terrify a sinner, but, till his heart 
comes to be affected with the love and mercy of God, 
he will never turn from sin. But then his soul melts 
within him; he looks unto him whom he has pierced, 
and is in bitterness. The sense he has of the iove of 
God to sinners in Christ Jesus, kindles love in his 
heart towards God; which is a full evidence of real 
conversion. We never turn to God, but we begin to 
love him; then we grieve for sin as sin, with a true 
godly sorrow that causeth repentance unto salvation. 
It is the duty of ministers to make known the mystery 
of the gospel. Paul was afraid he should not speak 
out, and speak plainly; and so am I. 
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CHAPTER X. 
OF THE TIME OF REGENERATION. 


Sometuine of this fell under the former heads, there- 
fore I shall say the less of it now. The time is in this 
life, All who live with God in heaven hereafter, are 
born to him and of him here on earth. This whole 
time is called the day of grace— To-day if you will 
hear his voice,” Heb. iii. 18, 15. And there is a par- 
ticular hour in that day, wherein saving grace takes 
hold of us by God’s effectual calling, which is best 
known by our obediential hearing, when we answer to 
the call—Lord, here I am, ready to comply with thy 
will in all things; what wouldest thou have me to do? 
and I will doit. Consult yourselves about this. When 
you first find your wills brought over to Christ, write 
down that as the day of your conversion. You can 
give no account of areal work of grace till then; your 
knowledge cannot prove itself saving, till it thus ope- 
rate upon the will, in turning that to God. So that 
the time of your regeneration is when your heart is first 
drawn up to trust in Christ, let it fall in what year of 
your life, in what hour of the day, it will. So the thing 
be done, it matters not when as to the issue of it. To 
be converted is necessary to salvation; but to know 
precisely the time when, is not necessary, provided 
you know the time when it was not; or at least not so 
manifest to you as now it is. It shall be done unto the 


OF REGENERATION. TH 


last as unto the first. The last and the first converts in 
an age are equally welcome te-God; and there is some- 
thing peculiar in both, that does very much set forth 
and signalize the freeness of God’s grace, viz., That 
he converted the one so soon, and the other so late; 
that he came so early to one who had heard so little, 
and that he came at all to the other who had heard so 
amuch and despised it. 

Late converts are very rare; he that comes not in 
now, while it is called to-day, may slip his opportunity, 
and die under a dreadful conviction, that he obstinately 
refused an exhibition of life and pardon that was made 
him at such a time, in such a sermon, by sucha preach- 
er, who may be called forth to witness against him at 
the last day. 

Whether you believe, or not believe, the word will 
have its effect one way or other upon you all, either as 
a ‘savour of life unto life’? or of ‘death unto death.” 
2 Cor. ii. 16. When the savour of the knowledge of Christ 
is not a sweet savour, we take offence at it: death indeed 
may follow that deadly scent. It is a dangerous symp- 
tom of eternal death to be offended at Christ—at the 
purity and strictness of his heavenly doctrine. A dis- 
remembrance of the certain time, means, and manner 
of our conversion, is very comfortable; but though we 
he at some loss here, yet if we can prove the thing itself, 
it is enough. He that does the real actions of a living 
mau, gives suflicient proof and demonstration of his 
first conception and real birth into the world, though 
he knows not the day and hour of either. 
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CHAPTER XI, 
THE END OF REGENERATION. 


1. Tuat God may raise up a holy seed unto himself, 
that shall be counted for a generation to serve him, 
Psal. xxii. 30. That he may have a church and peo- 
ple here on earth, devoted to his fear, professing his 
name, and keeping up his worship. ‘I will give them 
one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and 
I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will 
give them an heart of flesh; that they may walk in my 
statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and 
they shall be my people, and I will be their God.” 
Ezek, xi. 19,20. ‘All people will walk every one in 
the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of 
the Lord our God for ever and ever.” Micah iv. 5. By 
our first birth we are brought forth into the world 
enemies to God and godliness; by our second birth, we 
partake of the divine nature, become a holy people 
unto the Lord our God—a peculiar people. 

2. That his elect may be made meet for heaven, and 
fitted for glory. God begins all this in regeneration, 
which is pursuant to election. All those names that 
are written in heaven, or in the Lamb’s Book of Life, - 
shall be begotten again unto that life, which in the 
eternal purpose of God belongs to their names, They 
are achosen generation, which is the cause and ground 
of their regeneration, All the rest of the world, whose 
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names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world, will be left in 
darkness, in idolatry, to worship the dragon. “ And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire.’? Rev. xx. 15. They 
who belong not to this chosen generation are rejected 
of God, never to be born again. Regeneration is a sure 
evidence of election. God demonstrates his eternal 
love to us, by this signal effect of it in our regeneration. 


CHAPTER XII, 
THE SCRIPTURE MARKS OF REGENERATION. 


1. He doth not commit sin, 1 John iii. 9. 
2. He doeth righteousness, 1 John ii. 29. 


They are not my marks, but God’s marks, laid down 
in his own terms, as it is written in your Bibles. What 
you find in yourselves answerable thereunto, I. must 
leave to God and your own consciences, The text tells 
you, “ Unless a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”’? And John, in his Epistle, tells you, 
unless these marks be found upon him, he is not born 
again; and dying in that estate, he is excluded from 
heaven for ever. John, foreseeing what false notions 
of regeneration men would entertain and rest in, to 
prevent all fraud, all mistakes in so great a point, lays 
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down these infallible marks of true regeneration, as it is 
distinguished from that which is but pretended, false, 
and counterfeit. For aught I see, there is no more 
required to regeneration, in the judgment of some men, 
than to be born in such a country, where Christianity 
is professed, and to be baptized according to the cus- 
tom of the place. This is the whole of regeneration, as 
some state it; though none of these marks appear in 
them, but quite the contrary. They commit sin, they 
do not do righteousness, they hate Christ and his mem- 
bers, are overcome every day by the world and the 
temptations of it; yet these must pass for regenerate 
persons, let the Scriptures say what they will to the 
contrary. But let us not deceive ourselves; God will 
judge us by the word, and none will be looked upon 
at the last day as truly regenerate, in whom all these 
marks are not found. Ido not say that all are unre- 
generate who see not all these marks in themselves, 
but those who have them not. To be wholly defective 
in any one of them, overthrows our state. These marks 
are so linked together, as to the certainty of their 
being, that they are inseparable, though, as to our per- 
ception, it is otherwise. We may not so clearly dis- 
cern some of them in ourselves, as we may others. 
I would carry it with as gentle a hand as I can. 
I perceive these marks, in the right application of 
them, will bear hard upon us all, and, it may be, leave 
us under a godly jealousy of ourselves, examining our 
state with trembling. ‘Truly this I aim at; I am sure 
we shall suffer no loss or damage by it in the end, God 
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has put his own stamp upon his own workmanship, that 
it may be known to be his. Shew me your regenera- 
tion under God’s seal and mark, and I shall rejoice with 
you in it, and pronounce it to be his workmanship in- 
deed. And now, brethren, produce your evidences, 
such as the word of God calls for. I shall begin with 
the first mark :— 

1. He doth not commit sin—he cannot sin. He 
sinneth not, but doeth righteousness. Here isa nega- 
tive and a positive mark; what he doth, and what he 
doth not. I shall first speak jointly of them both to- 
gether, and then separately of each apart by itself. 

The sense in general of this Scripture is, that he 
who is born of God, does so far express his image, and 
take after his holy nature, as to hate that which is evil, 
and to love that which is good; he has “ put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness,’? Eph. iv. 23,24. “ Escaping the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through lust,” 2 Pet. i. 4. 
“If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every 
one that doeth righteousness, is born of him,” 1 John 
ii. 29. He proves the new-born soul to be a true child 
of God, because he so much resembles his heavenly 
Father in righteousness and true holiness. We cannot 
be partakers of his nature, but we must be also par- 
takers of his holiness; they are inseparable. But, to 
keep to the negative mark, “ He commits not sin,” &c. 

The common interpretation of this text is, that such 
who are born of God, sin not with full consent and al- 
lowance; they go not on ina course of sin; they sin 
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not the sin unto death, &c. All this is true, and does 
beleng to the interpretation of this text; yet I conceive 
there is something further intended, as the ground of 
all this, viz., that he who is born of God, as such, sins 
not atall, He that is a new creature may sin, but not 
as anew creature, This is an absolute truth contained 
in the text. Under all the distinctions, limitations, and 
soft interpretations that are given of this Scripture, 
we must be sure to maintain the words of the text, as 
they are expressive of a-certain absolute truth, else we 
shall quite lose the mark of regeneration here laid down 
by the Holy Ghost; and therefore I shall first fix that, 
and make it as plain as I can, that we may the better 
judge of our state by it. It is a matter of life or death. 
All is now upon trial; your eternal interest lies at 
stake; therefore, in so great a case, we had need attend 
tosure marks and signs ; and none so sure as those that 
are in express terms laid down by the Holy Ghost, 
concerning regeneration. As we must not raise them 
too high, in contradiction to other Scriptures, so nei- 
ther must we sink them too low, lest we lese that 
characteristical difference that the Holy Ghost here 
puts between the regenerate and unregenerate :. the 
mark lies here, viz.— 

That there is in every regenerate soul an inward 
living principle of grace and holiness inclining us to 
good, but never to evil; always giving check to sin, 
never approving or allowing of it. 

A regenerate person may fall into acts of sin, through 
human infirmity, but cannot give himself over to sin in 
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a tonstant habitual way. He cannot go on in sin; it 
is against his nature. He may be surprised into an 
act of sin, but the new nature will quickly recover 
itself, and cast out that sin by repentance. ‘A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,” Mat. vii. 18. Sin 
isgnot so natural to a regenerate person; he cannot 
brook it; his heart rises against it from the antipathy 
he has to it: when he does sin, he would not sin. And 
this, we say, is from the grace of regeneration. 

The assertors of free will hold, that man cannot in- 
cline to good without the general assistance of. the 
Spirit of God, but they own only such an assistance as 
may be resisted by us, and leave it to our option whe- 
ther we will do good or evil: but that the will of man 
should be determined by God to a good act, and yet 
act freely under that determination, is that which some 
will not understand, supposing such an overruling ef- 
ficacy of divine grace to be inconsistent with the liberty 
of man’s will. The prevailing eflicacy of sin in fallen 
man is undeniable; whose thoughts and imaginations 
are evil, only evil, and that continually: yet those 
thoughts and imaginations, with all outward acts pro- 
ceeding from them, are free; so that what they deny 
to the efficacy of grace, they allow to the efficacy of 
sin: it seems that sin does not destroy the liberty of 
the will of man, but the efficacy of grace does: the 
mistake lies in a misapprehension of the nature of irre- 
sistibility : grace is irresistible, not because it cannot 
be resisted, but because it cannot be overcome, else it 
would not be effectual: the efficacy of saving grace ties 
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in gaining over the free consent of the will to follow 
its motions and inclinations. 

God made man perfect; and that he might not im- 
pose upon his rational nature, left him a free agent, 
giving him liberty to do good or evil: his perfection 
did not lie in having liberty to evil, but in not using it, 
in abstaining freely from evil out of choice. When he 
fell, God withdrew, and left him perpetually inclined to 
his own first choice, which nothing can draw him from, 
but effectual grace ; not by forcing, but by changing his 
will. Jt was never the intent of God, in our first cre- 
ation, that man should exert his power both ways, to 
do good and evil; but that he should freely choose his 
own way at his first setting out, and be delivered up to 
that power which he should first exercise. By his obe- 
dience he would have been confirmed in good, never to — 
have fallen from it; so by his disobedience he was con- 
firmed in evil, never to be recovered out of it, till free 
grace, of its own accord, relieved him. And this it 
does gradually, not all at once, which is the reason why 
the saints, in their imperfect state here, do both good 
and evil, being flesh as well as spirit. Grace has the 
predominance, because it enters in against the full 
power of reigning sin, breaks in upon corrupt nature 
whether it will or no, sows immortal seed where never 
good fruit grew before. The predominance of sin lies 
in a total exclusion of grace, but the predominancy of 
grace lies in its gradual entrance into the soul, because 
it opposes the whole body of sin, or indwelling corrup- 
tion, in making this forcible entrance, forcible in res- 
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pect of corruption that would keep it out: free in 
respect of the renewed will, through which it passes 
by consent. God, in opening the heart, makes the 
heart to open itself. Believing is our act, but the 
power of doing it is God’s. They who are endued with 
this divine power cannot do the evil they would de, and 
to which they are inclined by nature; ‘‘ For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh : and these are contrary the one to the other; so 
that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Gal. v. 17. 
«They are no more servants of sin,” Rom. vi. 17. ‘* But 
have ceased from it,’? ] Pet. iv. 1. They cannot sin; 
there is something in them called here the seed of God, 
that cannot sin, ‘‘ They are born of God,’’ 1] John iii. 9; 
but ‘‘ he that committeth sin is of the devil,’’ ver. viii. 
a child of the devil. 

To clear up this further. 

There are two different natures, two contrary prin- 
ciples in the saints, flesh and spirit. The Scripture 
speaks of them sometimes according to one principle, 
sometimes according to the other, and sometimes ac- 
cording to both: as flesh, so no good thing dwells in 
us; we all sin; he is a liar that says he has no sin, As 
spirit, so we do not commit sin, we cannot sin; are in- 
clined only to good, by that divine supernatural prin- 
ciple. As flesh and spirit, there is not a just man upon 
earth but sins, though he be just and holy, truly sanc- 
tified in his regenerate part, yet he is unjust, unholy, 
unsanctified in his unregenerate part: there he fights 
against God; the law of the members wars against the 
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law of the mind; the sense of this remaining enmity 
against the law of God, makes the saints complain of 
their wretchedness. ‘“O wretched man that I am,”’ 
Rom. vii. 24. ‘* What carefulness it wrought in you, 
yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, 
yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what 
zeal, yea, what revenge!” 2Cor. vii. 11. Though God 
has forgiven them, they cannot, they will not forgive 
themselves ; they cut off their, right hands, and pluck 
out their right eyes. 

The Scripture, speaking of a saint according to one 
or other of these two principles, speaks of him person- 
ally as two men, each distinct from the other; as if a 
saint, when acted upon by a carnal principle, were not 
the same man with himself, when acted upon by a spi- 
ritual principle. Physically and substantially, he is 
the same man under both principles; but spiritually 
considered under those divine qualifications belonging 
to him, as a new creature, he is not the same person 
in God’s account, nor by his own reckoning; “ Not I, 
but sin that dwells in me.” Could we keep up this 
distinction under a prevailing temptation, clearing 
ourselves, and laying sin at its own door; “ Not I, but 
sin ;’’ it would afford much comfort to us, and quicken 
us to a speedy repentance. An unregenerate man, 
when he sins, he cannot say, it is not I; he lies if he 
says so; he sees nothing in himself that opposes sin as 
sin; no, it is his own proper doing, his own act, his 
whole will is in it; he cannot say, * The evil that I do 
I would not do.” 
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Can we in any sense say, that we do not commit sin, 
that we cannot sin, that we do no iniquity? Is there 
such a principle within us, that we can say from our 
consciences, we would not sin, even when we do sin? 
That it is against our inclination, it is a force to the 
new creature: we are in pain, and cry out under that 
act of violence committed upon us, it is an unwilling 
captivity into which we are led. 

I have done with the negative part; what a regene- 
rated person does not, He does not commit sin. I 
come to the positive part, He doth righteousness, 

Negative holiness, in abstaining from such and such 
sins, will never prove a man to be born of God; we 
cannot conclude safely and strongly from this negative 
mark, that we are born of God, unless it be from the 
universality of it; if we can truly say, We hate every 
evil way, do flee all appearance of evil, cannot suffer 
sin in ourselves or others, without a holy indignation 
against it; this indeed has something in it, and is very 
significant ; we may hence infer that we are born of 
God. That which makes this mark so conclusive and 
significant, is not only the universality of it; but 
chiefly this, that wherever this negative mark is, there 
is also the positive mark to be found; he that ‘“ eschew- 
eth evil, does good,’ 1 Pet. iii. 11. The force of one 
mark is best understood in conjunction with some other. 
One single mark is but a slender evidence of a state of 
grace, unless it run into some other, which is the inse- 
parable consequence of it. 

_ The positive part is, He doth righteousness; what 
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do ye more than others? Operatio sequitur esse; all 
things have their active qualities ; especially when there 
is life, there must be active faculties, and an active 
principle; life itself is an act; the life of a Christian 
is a life of the highest activity, from principles truly 
divine and heavenly, that have their energy, virtue, 
and efficacy, from God himself, who is a most pure, 
simple, eternal actor ; the fountain of all action and 
motion to his creatures, as he pleases more or less 
to communicate himself unto them. Since we are 
made partakers of the divine nature, surely it is in 
order to a godly life, that it may appear whose off- 
spring weare, whose image we bear. Being born of the 
will of God, we must do the will of God, which is the 
only rule and measure of all righteousness ; in doing 
which we must respect the matter of what God com- 
mands, and the manner of doing what is commanded. 
What is materially good, is obvious to all who know 
but the moral part of religion ; all the difficulty lies in 
the manner of performing it. The spirituality of the 
action lies here, that it be done from a Gospel prinei- 
ple, and to a Gospel end; it must be done in faith, and 
in a constant dependence upon Christ for strength, 
doing what we do as unto the Lord, out of a religious 
respect to his holy will; whatever we do, we must do 
to his glory; it is below a Christian to seek himself, 
to live to himself. God hath set apart the man that is 
godly, for himself. 

These are sure marks of regeneration. Uold the 
glass of the word close to your consciences, look again 
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and again upon these Scriptures, examine yourselves 
strictly by them. Can you prove your regeneration 
by these marks as they are proper and peculiar only to 
to the regenerate? It is not every forbearance of sin, 
aor every outward act of righteousness, that will come 
up to this mark: these, Scriptures speak something to 
the experience of every one who is born of God, that 
no unregenerare man in the world understands. ‘* The 
ear trieth wordsas the mouth tasteth meat,’ Job xxxiv.3. 
The word has a peculiar relish and savour in it toa 
spiritual palate, ‘‘ The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him,’’ Ps. xxv. 14. The word reveals it, it 
opens the heart of God to man, lays open a man to 
himself, ‘and isa discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart,’? Heb. iv. 12: it is xpirucos evOvunoewy Kou 
-evvoiwy Kapdias, a discerner, a Critical judge of the frame 
of a man’s heart, and of the state of his soul; shews a 
child of God how and wherein he differs from an un- 
regenerate person: and by this discerning word we 
must judge of ourselves. “ He that is born of God, 
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commits not sin,”’ cannot sin, but does righteousness. 
You who are born of God, know what God means by 
these words; I am sure you know it; there is a strong 
spirit in these words; they are critical words; discern- 
ing, distinguishing words; and, if there be any true 
life in you, they will more or less affect you: you 
cannot but be concerned at the hearing of them. Hold 
the strongest spirits to the nose of a dead man, rub him 
all over with them, yet no heat, no motion, no lively 


colour appears; because he has not a natural principle 
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of life to mingle with them, to feed upon them. I 
would commend myself to your consciences this day. 
I hope you feel, as well as you hear me. When you 
drink any strong spirits, they heat within; the vital 
spirits take them in, feed upon them, are raised by, 
them; so when spiritual truths are held close to the 
conscience, if there be any life there, the spirit of God 
within thee will close with the spirit of God without 
thee in the word; there,will be an * inward burning 
in the heart,’? Luke xxiv. 32: the leaven works 
strongly; and under these inward workings of spirit I 
desire to leave you, debating the matter between God 
and your own souls till you have brought it to an issue, 
and can say by the light of these Scriptures, that you 
are, or are not born again. 

2. He doeth righteousness: « Every one that doeth 
righteousness is born of him,’’ 1 John ii. 29; and, 
‘“‘ Whosoever doeth not righteousness, is not of God,” 
1 John iii. 10. 

The more we resemble Christ in righteousness and 
true holiness, the more evident it is both to ourselves 
and others, that we are born of him, descended from 
him, and therefore cannot but take after him. <A true 
Christian is, and will be, a follower of Christ. This 
genius or disposition to all practical righteousness, 
flows from our new birth, rises out of the new nature, 
which the apostle ascribes to the death and resurrection 
of Christ, as the procuring cause of all newness of life 
in us, which is but our likeness to his resurrection. 
We die with Christ ; that we may live with him, being 
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freed from sin, not serving it any more, “ but yielding 
ourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and our members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God.” This plainly proves every regenerate 
person, as such, to be a doer of righteousness, inclined 
to all holiness by virtue of his regeneration, which casts 
in a new leaven, and makes us a new lump. As ori- 
ginal sin infected the whole man, so regeneration sanc- 
tifies the whole man, in body, soul, and spirit: ‘* The 
_ fruit of the spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness, 
and truth,” Ephes. v.9. Regeneration inclines us to 
follow Christ. - The filth of the soul is carried off ** by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost,”’ Tit. iii. 5. Hence we are said to *“ be born of 
water and of the Spirit,” John iii. 5, 

There is a natural inclination in a regenerate man 
to do good: he does it willingly, not by constraint: 
grace is implanted in his nature: the law is written in 
his heart, therefore his heart inclines him to keep the 
law. 

As sin entered, so grace enters; sin entered into all 
the powers and faculties of the soul, weakening the 
whole man; so grace diffuses itself through every part 
of the soul, strengthening the whole man in every part. 
In regeneration we are renewed after the image of 
Christ, growing up into his likeness, becoming like him 
in judgment and affection; not that our natural facul- 
ties are altered, but only brought under the power of a 
supernatural principle. We do not cease to be men, 
only we become new men—men of other minds, spirits, 
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and dispositions, than before; taking after the second 
Adam, not after the first. Being by faith implanted 
into Christ, we are made partakers of his divine na- 
ture. This is called a second birth, or a new creaticn, 
though out of the same physical materials of flesh and 
blood: the change is only spiritual. As the wild olive, 
when engrafted into the true, as to its materials, re- 
mains still the same—it was wood before, so it is still, 
only there is a new sap secretly conveyed through the 
pores of it, which makes it bring forth more kindly 
and pleasant fruit—so the sinner, as to his physical 
substance, was flesh and blood before conversion, and 
so he is still; yet there is an inward spiritual change 
wrought in him by his implantation into Christ, who 
infuses his nature, spirit, and grace, through the man, 
so making him a new creature; not taking away his 
manhood, but sanctifying his heart. 

God is the fountain of all holiness: it is essential 
to him, it goes along with his nature, and is entailed 
upon all who are born of God. Being partakers of the 
divine nature, they must needs be holy as God is holy. 
God appropriates goodness and righteousness to him- 
self in the abstract, and is the original spring of all 
righteousness in the saints. 

Let us exert and put forth our new birth, and livea 
life of faith: «* The life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me,” Gal, ii. 20, We are created in 
Christ unto good works, that we shculd walk in them. 
Let us then abide in Christ, that we may bring “ forth 
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much fruit; for without him. we can do nothing.” 
John xv. 5. 

Corruption indeed is always active in a saint, because 
it acts naturally without any cessation; but grace does 
not always act, at least so sensibly, in a saint, because 
it must be first acted upon by the Spirit, who is a free 
agent. Should grace always be as active in us as cor- 
ruption, we should mistake it for nature, and ascribe 
all to ourselves. The Spirit of God is always in be- 
lievers, but does not always work so effectually, so 
sensibly ; the operations of it are sometimes not so ma- 
nifest to us as at other times. 

This righteousness that is said to be done, lies not 
so much in the perfection of the deed, as in the perfec- 
tion of the doer. He aims well, though he cannot 
always hit the mark; he cannot do the good he would, 
yet he wills it; and that is doing in God’s account, 
who accepts the will for the deed. 

The inclination or tendency of a new-born soul to 
holiness appears three ways : 

First, Before the temptation, 7.e. not before the 
being or existence of a temptation, for there is no such 
season; we are always compassed about with many 
temptations; a regenerate soul is aware of this, and 
fears always. But before we enter into this or that 
particular temptation that we see coming towards us, or 
have reason to suspect from the present circumstances 
we are under, here a regenerate person watches and 
prays that he may not enter into that temptation, that 
God would some way or other divert the temptation, 
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or fortify our hearts against it, that we may repel it. 
A temptation may enter into us, when we do not enter 
into it; then it goes as it comes, and makes little or no 
impression upon us. When a temptation shews itself 
to us at some distance, the seed of God ina regenerate 
soul presently takes the alarm, and puts on the whole 
armour of God. | 

Secondly. Under the temptation, when the flesh has 
betrayed the soul into the hands of a temptation—has 
been tampering with it—then does grace struggle and 
fight, and cry out unto God for help. All this shews 
the activity of grace in a way of righteousness, how 
loth it is to be overcome of evil. 

Thirdly. After the temptation, when it is ended or 
finished; then it issues either in the commission of the 
sin, or conquest over the temptation. Grace shews 
itself both ways. 

Ist. After the commission of sin; what repentance, 
what godly sorrow, what shame, what indignation, 
what revenge ! 

2ndly. After the conquest over the temptation ; 
what rejoicing, what thanksgiving, what triumphing, 
in the grace of Christ ! 

So you see that here lies the manifest difference be- 
tween the children of God and of the devil. An unre- 
generate man cannot do righteousness ; his skill lies 
not that way. He is wise indeed to do evil, but to do 
good he has no knowledge ; he is a mere bungler ata 
good work; his hand is always out, because his heart 
is never right with God. He may do what is mate- 
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rially good, but always fails in the manner; those 
spiritual ingredients are wanting, which the gospel 
requires to a work truly holy and evangelical. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
THE SCRIPTURE SIGNS OF REGENERATION. 


1. He believeth that Jesus is the Christ, 1 John v. 1. 
2. He overcometh the world, 1 John v. 4, 5. 


Ist. ‘* Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, 
is born of God,’ 1 John v. 1. “And every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of 
God,”’ 1 John iv. 2. 

They prove each other, being inseparable. 

Observe. The going forth of the soul, by faith, unto 
Christ, as the anointed of the Lord, sent and sealed by 
the Father, to undertake the great work of man’s re- 
demption, is a sure evidence of regeneration. All 
unregenerate men are strangers to Christ; they know 
him not, they desire him not, they think they can do 
well enough without him; none know the Son of God 
but those who are born of God. When the Spirit 
comes into us, then we confess that Christ is come in 
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the flesh. Christ conveys himself through our nature 
to our persons. The divine and human nature must 
be first united, before our persons can be admitted to 
any communion with him. The human nature of 
Christ is the foundation of all our communion with 
God ; our access to God is through the veil of his flesh. 
Being born of the Spirit, we stand related to the per- 
son of Christ; he is not ashamed to call us brethren; 
we can then call God our Father, as he is the Father 
of Christ our elder brother. God was the Father of 
Christ before his incarnation, and continues still to be 
so after his incarnation, not only to him, but to all who 
are born of his Spirit. The Spirit of Christ being the 
Spirit of him who is God and man, knows how to raise 
up a seed of godly men and women. 

The infinite eternal Spirit of the Son of God, being 
poured out without measure upon the man Jesus Christ, 
operates through both his natures, hypostatically united 
in his Divine person, in whom all the fulness of the 
Godhead dwells bodily, without any diminution of its 
infinite excellencies and divine properties, from the 
assumption of our finite human nature; so the same 
eternal Spirit of Christ dwelling in us, in a lower way 
of union to our persons, does act indeed divinely ; but 
yet according to our finite capacities. All intellectual 
acts are finite or infinite, as the persons are that do 
them. The person of Christ being infinite, so are his 
spiritual actings, notwithstanding his finite nature as 
man; so the actings of the Spirit of God in the saints 
are finite, because their persons are so. Actiones sunt 
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suppositorum. Actions are personal, of greater or less 
degree of efficacy and power, as the persons are that 
do them. 

Faith in Christ Jesus, being the birth of the Spirit, 
must needs be an infallible mark of regeneration. The 
design of the Spirit of God in working faith in us, is 
to bring us to the knowledge of Christ, and through 
him to the knowledge of God, wherein consists our 
true happiness: “ This is life eternal to know thee,” 
&c. Faith is the beginning of eternal life in the soul; ° 
and the manner of conveying this eternal life from 
God unto our souls is called regeneration. Thus you 
see now he that believes that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God. 

The next enquiry will be, how faith does this? or 
how believing in Christ does work that universal 
change in the soul which the gospel calls regene- 
ration. 
Though the beginning, or rather all the essentials of 
regeneration are found in the first principle of faith, 
created in us by the Spirit of Christ, yet this does not 
appear to us, but by those lively operations of this 
faith put forth by us. We have an inward feeling of 
these operations, the sense of which leads us to some 
discerning of that spirit and principle from whence 
they flow. It is actual faith John means in this Epis- 
tle, therefore he joins it with confession. He lays the 
mark upon actual faith; for that only falls under our 
discerning. God indeed sees the first seeds and prin- 
ciples of grace; but they are known to us only by the 
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sense we have of their powerful actings in us; and 
therefore I shall consider the regenerating power of 
actual faith, and shew how it discovers that new birth 
that came in with a principle of faith at first. 

The regenerating power of faith, both in the prin- 
ciple and in the act, is very great; it makes a marvel- 
lous change in us. So strong are the impressions of 
faith about Christ, and our everlasting concerns in 
him, that we must needs be much affected with the dis- 
» COVERY, which lies in two things : 

1. Ina convicting knowledge of our sin and misery 
by nature. — 

2. In an astonishing discovery of God’s grace and 
mercy. to us in Christ. 

The Spirit of God demonstrating both unto us with 
such clearness and evidence, that we cannot but be 
persuaded of the truth of them in our own case; and, 
being SO persuaded, we must be concerned about them. 
Faith draws in the attention of the mind to those things 
we believe in reference to ourselves, fixes our thoughts 
upon them, dwells upon the consideration of them. 
There is no evading the sericus thoughts of faith, no 
getting them out of our heads nor out of our hearts ; 
they lie close, they lie next us, always in our view,— 
“My sin is ever before me.’? Christ dwells in our 
hearts by faith. We have the whole state of our souls 
before us from first to last. Faith shews us where our 
true interest lies, what is absolutely necessary to be 
done in order to salvation. 

We see all this in Christ, who is God and man, 
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‘Made sin for us, that we might be made the righ- 
teousness of God in him,” 2Cor. v. 21. In Christ we 
see how matters stand between God and man; we see 
all that passed between God and man, in order to his 
recovery—the whole method, way, and manner of our 
restoration, from first to last; we see the wages of our 
sins, and the price of our redemption ; we see the law 
and the gospel both fulfilled in Christ ; God’s infinite 
justice and mercy highly exalted and glorified in Christ. 
It is a pleasing, ravishing sight, to behold God in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself ; to observe 
the mystery of his manifold hidden wisdom in carrying 
oa the great work of man’s redemption. All this faith 
discovers to us in some measure, filling us with a holy 
admiration of God’s unspeakable kindness and love to 
us, provoking us to pursue after the great ends of the 
gospel. How busy is the soul! how full of discourse 
with itself! What secret inferences does an enlight- 
ened conscience draw from what it believes ! 

This believing Jesus to be the Christ, takes in all 
that belongs to the person of Christ, in all his offices ; 
takes in the whole doctrine of Christ; all his precepts, 
all his promises—applies all to the soul. Thou art the 


man spoken of, and spoken to, in the gospel ; hear, and | 


thy soul shall live, Now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of salvation. Faith admits of no delay ; will 
not give us one day’s respite from the work it hath 
prepared for us. So faith wrought in Paul when 
Christ was revealed in him, immediately he consulted 
not with flesh and blood. 
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Faith changes our counsels, alters the whole frame 
of the soul. The man is a new man, born again into a 
new world, into a new nature, quite of another spirit. 
This is the regenerating power of faith. Let us then 
judge of the truth of our faith, by the great change 
that it always makes in those who are brought out of 
darkness into this marvellous light. 

Should we ask some professors what effect their 
faith had upon them; whether, upon their believing in 
Christ, they found themselves born again, made new 
creatures? It may be, they will say, they hope they 
are the better for believing, that their faith has not 
been without some good effect. Alas, what a slender 
account is this! how short of a new birth? You may 
be the same man that ever you were for all this ; in the 
same state in which you were first born. 

Art thou born again, born of God? Answer to this, 
Some outward reformation there may be, where there 
is no inward regeneration. Hast thou a new heart? 
Dost thou lead a new life? Js the whole course of 
thy life changed? Are all things become new, within 
and without? Faith in Christ changes us into the 
same image, transforms us into his likeness, lets in the 
. Spirit of Christ further and further into the soul, till 
we are so filled with the Holy Spirit, that there will be 
at last no room for a worldly spirit to breathe in us; 
it will be quite extinct, and die away. 

The more we see of this newness of spirit in any, the 
more of the new creature appears in them. When the 
apostle would take off the Ephesians from a vain, 
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worldly course of life, he shews the inconsistency of 
such a course with the true knowledge of Christ. You 
have not so learned Christ; you have been taught 
better things by him than to walk as the Gentiles do, 
in the vanity of their mind. Faith in Christ works so 
great a change in all the faculties of the soul—in the 
understanding, will, and affections, and in our outward 
conversation too—that a true believer may well be said 
to be born again, from the newness of life that appears 
in him; and to be born of God, frem the holiness, spi- 
rituality, and heavenly nature of that life which he now 
lives by faith in the Son of God, 

Till the regenerating power of faith does thus appear 
in us, we have no reason to think we are born again. 


2. ‘* Whosoever is born of God overcomes the 
world,” &c. 1 John v. 5. May to yeyeveupnvov, Omne quod 
ex Deo genitum est. He uses the neuter gender to 
comprehend all sorts, states, and degrees of mankind; » 
he does not say he or she that is born of God, but 
“whatsoever is born of God,’—every man, woman, 
and child, rich or poor, bond or free. They who are 
born of God have power and strength from Christ to 
overcome the world; they are assured of the victory at 
their first setting out, ‘ because greater is he that is in 
them, than he that is in the world,’’ They know they 
are of the strongest side. Christ has overcome the 
world already in his own person, and will not fail to 
conquer it in and by the saints; he will appear so 
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great in them, that the whole world shall not be able 
to stand before them. “Be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world,” John xvi, 33: and in me you 
have overcome it; and by me you shall personally 
overcome it yourselves. 

I prove this to be an evidence of regeneration 
thus: 

That which overcomes the world must be of a higher 
extraction, of a more noble descent, than the world 
itself in its present corrupt state; it must be some- 
thing distinct from the world and above it. Whatever 
is born of the flesh is but flesh, falls in with the world 
to which it belongs, and of which it is a part; but, God 
having chosen some out of the world, and called them 
to a heavenly life, has promised to give them a hea- 
venly nature, to beget them again unto himself, to put 
his own spirit into them, that they may walk as new 
creatures, who are not of the world, though they live 
init. They are born of God, bear his image; their 
hearts are moulded into the belief of -his word; they 
can do nothing against the truth, but every thing for 
the truth. These are they who overcome the world, 
the men of the world, and the things of the world ; the 
spirit and principles of the world; the fears and hopes 
of the world; the lusts, and pleasures, and temptations, 
of the world, They are dead to all these, are not 
moved by them, but steer. their course by a higher 
light sent down from heaven into their hearts. And 
this is their victory, even their faith. They have no- 
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thing to oppose to the world, and all things in it, that 
may disquiet and discompose their spirits, but their 
faith ; and, by believing they enter into rest. 

All who are born of God live thus by faith here be- 
low ; they consult not with flesh and blood, their affec- 
tions are suited to the apprehensions of their faith; they 
are filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory. By 
believing they see good days coming, when all tears 
shall be wiped from their eyes, they wait patiently till 
then, rejoicing in the hope of the glory of God. 

Till we get into this frame, walking in the evidence 
of things not seen, we shall never overcome the world. 
For the things that are seen, conceive them in what 
shape or posture you please, have emptiness and vanity 
in them, and will never satisfy: they are but finite and 
temporal. The present fashion of this world, be it what 
it will, passes away into something else, while we are 
beholding it. All things here below moulder and 
crumble away in our hands, perish in the using, are 
always the worse for wearing, which shews they can- 
not last long. When they are in their best state they 
are altogether vanity. The highest degree of perfec- 
tion in the creature tends to corruption, and indeed 
disposes to it. It is as natural te die as to be born; 
there is an cxuy, a turning point, that stops the further 
growth of the creature, and makes it decline ever 
after, till its fading glory be quite extinguished. 
Therefore labour not for the meat that perisheth, but 
for that which nourisheth unto everlasting life. Tull 
we come to live upon eternal, unseen things, we live 
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but meanly; in the midst of our earthly sufficiencies 
we are in straights, still wanting something, till Christ 
be ours, and then all is ours. 

There is no room left then for any further desigus ; 
in him we have plenary satisfaction and perfect rest. 
We shall never have true heart’s ease till then. But 
the difficulty lies in bringing over our hearts to this 
newness of life, to this noble life of faith, that fetches 
all its comforts from heaven, casting its anchor within 
the vail, which is sure and steadfast. Flesh and blood 
cannot do this; there is nothing in nature that disposes 
us to it; therefore we must be born again, and be made 
new creatures, before we shall savour the things of 
heaven. And such is the power of religion upon the 
minds of men, where it is in truth, that it always 
works this change in them; they find it, and feel it in 
themselves. Whether it be so with us, whether we 
have any certain experience of such a thing in our own 
souls, we should do well to consider, even upon our 
knees, and give God no rest, day nor night, till we see 
some better symptoms of eternal life in ourselves. We 
may judge of our life, whether it be eternal or no, by 
the things in which and upon which we live. They 
who are of the earth are earthly; they who are born 
from above, are heavenly. ‘‘ To be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” 
The inward frame of the mind discovers what kind of 
creatures we are, whether old or new, flesh or spirit. 
The issues of life are from the heart; as the pulse of 
your souls beats upwards or downwards, so you may 
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judge of your state, as you find yourselves most con- 
' cerned in things above or things below. Till you 
have got above the world, and have overcome it, you 
are not born again. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE SCRIPTURE SIGNS OF REGENERATION. 


3. He loves Christ and all the saints, 1 John v. 1. 
4, Hedesires the sincere milk of the word, 1 Pet. ii. 2. 


3. Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. That which is intended here is, 

First, Love to the saints as such. Unfeigned love of 
the brethren is asign of a pure heart, and that we are 
indeed ‘“ born again.” 

Secondly, Love to all men; it is due to all: “ Owe 
no man anything but love,” Rom. xiii. 8. that we owe 
to all; every man may challenge it; every man is our 
neighbour in that sense, to be the object of our love; 
we must extend it to our very enemies; it is the ful- 
filling of the law; the duty of man to man, prescribed 
in the second table, cannot be performed without it. 

G3 
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Love is above all illumination and knowledge; a more 
sure mark of regeneration ; ‘* He that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him,’”’ 1 John iv. !6. 
Love is one of the communicable attributes of God, 
‘‘Shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,’’ Rom. 
v. 5. ‘* Be ye therefore followers of God as dear chil- 
dren; and walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet-smelling savour,” Eph. v.1,2. We 
are followers of God, when we walk in love. 

Common professors have some love one to another ; 
but if you trace it up to its original, you will find it a 
selfish mercenary love, in which they rather respect 
themselves than Christ; it is not for his sake, but for 
some outward respects of relation, neighbourhood, or 
usefulness, in the common concerns of this life; it may 
be for their agreement in opinion about some lower 
matters of religion. This is but the friendship of the 
world, and may be consistent with real enmity to God 
and good men as such : but perfect love, 7, e. real, sin- 
cere, Christ’an love, is for God’s sake, because he has 
so loved us, and given us “a new-command, to love one 
another.” There is no true love among men till they 
are born again. He exhorts those who have put off the 
old man, and are renewed in spirit, to put away all 
bitterness, wrath, &c. Before regeneration, we are 
“foolish, disobedient, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another: biting, devouring, consuming 
one another.” It looks rather like a description of 
wild beasts than men, so savage and fierce are we by 
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nature : nothing but aspirit of regeneration will sweeten 
and mollify the hearts of men: that which unites us to 
Christ, unites us to one another: we are all one in 
Christ, but we shall never be all one among ourselves, 
till we are united to Christ, then the peace of God rules 
in our hearts, to which “ we are called in one body.” 
There is no true good nature among men but what 
flowsfrom grace. Sin hath so poisoned man’s nature, 
that till that serpentine venom be purged out, and 
a better spirit be put into us, there will be little 
harmony or concord among men. Having put on the new 
man, “ Put off all these : anger, wrath, malice, blasphe- 
my, filthy communications out of your mouth, Lie not 
one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man 
with his deeds; And have put on the new man which 
is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 
created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.. Put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels 
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering, Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against any ; 
even as Christ forgave you soalso do ye.” Col. iii. 8—13. 
sxe. (vide Loc.) Were this mark of regeneration more 
visible in our days, it would be a token of good, of a 
more effectual work of the Gospel among us, than for 
aught I see does yet appear. Hatred, variance, &c. 
are reckoned up among the works of the flesh, as 
directly opposite to the fruits of the spirit. I will shew 
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how this loving disposition arises out of regeneration : 
that the fundamental ground of it is our conformity to 
Christ, which necessarily follows upon our regeneration. 
Christ is the express image of his Father; the saints 
are, in their finite capacities, the express image of 
Christ, in whom they see the Father, who, as God, is 
one with the Son. Whilst they behold the Son as God- 
man, they see their human nature hypostatically united 
to the Divine; they see their human persons joined to 
the Lord in one spirit. 

I doubt not but the spiritual glorified body of Christ 
is the medium of the beatifical vision to angels and 
saints above: the Godhead shines through it in all its 
brightness, as the sun shines through pure crystal ; 
shines upon it, shines into it, fills every part with light ; 
there is nothing to cloud or shade it; it transmits the 
light to us with advantage. ] 

The bodies of the saints at the resurrection being 
freed from all mortality and natural weakness, being 
then immortal spiritual bodies, like unto that glorious 
body of Christ, will be capable of receiving this re- 
flected glory from Jesus Christ; they have a nearer 
and more inward view of God in Christ than the angels 
have; because they see him in their own nature, face 
to face, and nothing between; the glory of God shines 
out upon them in the face of Christ’ Thus are they 
made light in the Lord, being changed into the same- 
image by the Spirit of the Lord. What is thus done 
unto perfection upon the bodies and souls of glorified 
saints at the resurrection, is really done insome degree 
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upon the souls of the saints in this life: the image of 
God in all his communicable attributes is impressed 
upon them ; they partake of his holiness, wisdom, good- 
ness, and love; are merciful, as their heavenly Father 
is merciful ; and cannot but express something of all 
this, as they are new creatures, holding forth the image 
of the heavenly Adam, which carries them out toa love 
and liking of itself, in whomsoever it appears: there- 
fore he who says he loves God, and hates the image of 
God in another, is a liar. Those who know God in 
Christ, will be sure to take notice of his image in the 
saints. God in Christ is the object of our worship, 
and Christ in the saints is the object of our endeared 
love and affection. God is invisible; we see him not; 
it must be pure faith that keeps up love to God. But 
Christ in the saints is more visible to us: here we 
have something to help our faith, and to draw out our 
love ; we see the children of God, we converse with 
them, we may lay our hands upon them, and embrace 
them. God allows us to bestow our: love to him upon 
his saints: it is still to him, when shewed to them for 
his sake: “In as much as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.’’ Matt, xxv. 40. 

4. To desire the sincere milk of the word. 1 Pet. ii. 2. 
As a new-born child naturally desires the breast of the 
mother, so a new-born soul does as naturally take the 
breast of the word. God, as he is Jehovah, is the 
fountain of being to all things that exist, and as he is 
the everlasting God, he is the fountain of life to every 
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living creature: “In him we live, move, and have our 
being.”? All things subsist in him and by him; he 
supports the whole creation, which he raised out of 
nothing: “* For of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things.” Rom. xi. 36. 

There is a creature-life, which is but a creature; 
and an uncreated and eternal life, which is God him- 
- self, 

A creature-life is either of spirits or animals; of 
things incorporeal or corporeal. 

How immaterial spirits are maintained in their cre- 
ated natural living beings, we must leave to God that 
made them: only this I may say, that the eternal life: 
of the elect angels in which they were created and 
confirmed by Christ, differs from that eternal life which 
believers have in Christ; the one is a creature-life, or 
a created life—it once was not, though it shall never 
have an end; the other is the eternal life of God him- 
self communicated in time, and in some degree to his 
creature man, which makes him a new creature, taken 
into the eternal life of God himself, according. to man’s 
finite capacity. 

All sublunary living creatures have their proper 
nourishment assigned them by the Providence of God: 
they all live upon their fellow-creatures, and have their 
food suited to their several kinds, unto which by a natu- 
ral appetite they are inclined. Man, who has the 
dominion over the creature, has his choice of every 

hing made for food: but the new man, or the new 
creature, being born of God, united to God in Christ, 
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and quickened by his eternal Spirit entering into him, 
has eternal life continually communicated to him from 
Christ, the second Adam, who is a quickening Spirit, 
dwelling always in the saints. If it be asked, what is 
the pabulum vite, to the saints, as they are new crea- 
tures? I answer, They have meat to eat that the world 
knows not of, hidden manna, secret communications 
from Christ, who is their life; and because they have 
not an immediate fruition of him here, therefore they 
are commanded to feed upon Christ by faith in the 
word, and to gather up the heavenly manna they meet 
with there, Faith knows how to live upon God in the 
word, till the soul can have a nearer access to him by 
vision above, face to face; and then we shall have life 
more abundantly, even be swallowed up of life, shall be 
all life, without any symptoms of mortality about us; 
then that life and immortality which the Gospel has 
brought to light will more fully appear, and be made 
manifest in all glorified saints. 


CHAPTER XV. 
APPLICATION. 


You have heard the doctrinal part, what regeneration 
is, the necessity of it, and what are the signs of it. The 
next thing to be considered is, whether you and I are 
regenerated, and feel any symptoms of this new birth 
in ourselves? If not, the text plainly concludes against 
us, that we cannot see the kingdom of God. If these 
marks, if all these Scripture marks be not found in you, 
and upon you, it is because there is no life in you, 
Shew me but one of these marks, and I will shew you 
all the rest in that one: at least make it evident to 
discerning Christians, that they are all comprehended 
in that one, which you see and own in yourselves. I 
have been searching you from head to foot, feeling for 
life in every part, and it is well if we can find it in any 
part. O how dead, how cold, how wan, how earthy, 
are many professors under all their forms, like a car- 
case stretched out and stiff; no breath, no motion, no 
heat; laid out for the grave, free among the dead, un- 
concerned in all the mysteries of the Gospel. The 
reason of our mistakes about regeneration, is because we 
do not look for so great an inward change in ourselves 
as we ought to do. 

We are more given to contemplation than practice ; 
grown so purely speculative in religion, that we are no 


further concerned in our own notions, that to maintain 
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and defend our opinions against all others of a contrary 
sentiment; and this has filled the world with disputes, 
and set us all a wrangling one with another ; every one 
thinks he is in the right. When Scripture and reason 
are against a man, that man is under a temptation to 
be against both; so fond are we of our own tenets, 
even when we put darkness for light, and evil for good, 
things must be as we have put them. At this rate the 
truth and power of religion will quickly be lost amongst 
us, unless both be better exemplitied in our lives and 
conversation. 

The gospel is set before us as a new mould int’ 
which we ourselves must be cast; it comes to work a 
great change in us, not of our opinions only, but of our 
hearts and nature, to create us again in Christ Jesus 
unto good works: Is this done? Where this is not done, 
that man’s pretended interest in religion will deceive 
him, and come to nothing. You may be of this or that 
persuasion, of this or that party, have excellent notions 
of divine things in your heads, and yet not have one tit- 
tle of the truth written upon your hearts. I do not ask 
what you hold, or what you profess, or what you know ; 
but what you are. What newness of spirit do you find 
in yourselves? My text speaks of something to be done 
in ‘you, and upon you: Is that done? Art thou born 
again? Art thou a new creature? I speak the lan- 
guage of God to you. A new creature is that which 
you must be before you die, else you will be undone 
for ever. It concerns you to look what that is; do you 
Jook to that ? A new creature you must be, else you will 
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perish eternally: better you had never, never been 
born, if you are not born again before you die. Let 
not the strangeness of the expression, nor the mystery 
of the thing itself, take you off from seeking after this 
regeneration in the text: it is something that must be 
wrought in you; you need not go further than your 
own selves for a proof of it, Let every one view his 
own heart well, and wait for a change there. Carry 
thy old, carnal, and unbelieving heart to God, and say, 
' Lord, create in me a clean heart ; take away this heart 
of stone; I lay it down at thy feet, I dare not take it 
back again, I dare not go from thee in my old sinful 
corrupt nature : O let thy creating power pass upon _ 
me this instant, that 1 may become a new crea- 
ture. 

Did we come with raised expectations of such a work, 
we should see the glory of God in some inward aston- 
ishing effects of his mighty power upon our hearts. 
He that commands light to shine out of darkness, and 
calls things that are not as though they were, gives 
them a being by his creating power. Things that are 
not, answer to this call of God, as if they had been 
there before ; they come forth out of their own nothing- 
ness, deriving a real being and existence from the 
operative word of the Lord: he speaks and it is done. 
So able is God to raise up children unto Abraham, 
even out of stones. 

A stone may as soon turn itself into a living 
creature, as a natural man turn himself into a new 
creature: only there is this difference, a stone has ° 
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no sense to perceive any such change brought upon 
it, but a natural man has; he is a living soul; and 
when converting grace comes upon a man living in 
sin, to turn him from it, he must needs feel the op- 
position that is made to the whole course of his corrupt 
nature. The conflict that is between two living contrary 
principles is felt on both sides; sin feels it, and grace 
feels it; the flesh lusts against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh; the flesh is hindered from doing all 
the evil it would do, and the spirit from doing all the 
good it would do. They retard each other’s motions ; 
one pulls one way, and the other another ; these two 
are contrary, they never agree in anything. A sinner 
finds Kimself dying to sin, under the quickening rege- 
nerating influence of the Spirit of God. Though cor- 
rupt nature perceives not the beauty and glory of 
grace, yet it sees and feels the contrariety of grace to 
itself, and is full of enmity against it. As the Spirit 
of God revives our withering graces, so the devil, that 
evil spirit, does what he can to keep alive our dying 
sins: if it were possible, he would fain prevent the 
utter mortification of sin in believers. 

You see what striving and struggling there is in 
every regenerate soul; two living men contending with 
each other, the old man and the new. ‘There is a 
mighty strength in the old man; but the new man is 
stronger than he, enters in upon him by an invincible 
force, binds him, and at last casts him quite out. Let 
us either throw away our Bibles, and resolve never 
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to look into them more, or else submit to the judg- 
ment of the Scriptures in so great and momentous 


a case, 


“VERILY, VERILY, I SAY UNTO THEE, EXCEPT A 
MAN BE BORN AGAIN, HE CANNOT SEE THE KING. 
DOM OF GOD." t 


; 
bi 
te 


DATE DUE 


ad 
avy 
ia 
+: 
ES 
. =< ow j 
ba 
es. hese 


bevel 


=< 


PRINTEDINU.S.A,. 


GAYLORD 


} POR EERD HE 


AVEO E NERA DG LYRA, 


REPEAT RIDERS? 


Ii 


| 


peer Libr. 


12 i 149 


| 


2 
s 
= 
o 
n 
© 


l 


| 


heolog 


See eee 


